


Ministers and Superintendents Number 


Che Smday School 





‘ 


Copyright, 1948, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the Ros t office a at Philadelpbia, , Pa., under 
a, 


ct of March 3, 1879. 


Entered as second-class matter at the post office, 


Otta ana 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, April 17, 1948 


Volume Ninety, No. 16 


$2.50 a year, in clubs $2 
See page 363 





Lesson for May 2 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—Nehemiah Rebuilds Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah 1 to 7. 


Notes on Open Letters: 

Cain’s and Abel’s Sacrifices 
Mr. Gordon’s Mail 
Why I Believe the Lord’s Coming Is Near. 

By Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D., Litt.D. 343 
Meeting a Need in Theological Education. 

By Howard D. Higgins, A.M., Th.M., 





NR PRP ariRt PRS <> «1-5 Sa pera 344 
If the Teacher Were a Pastor. By Raymond 
| ee rere ee 
International Uniform Lesson ...... 347-354 
C.E. Topic—Consider a Full- Time Chris- 
tian Vocation ! By John-W. Lane, Jr. .. 356 
Children’s Day in Your Sunday School .... 360 
Reprints of Mr. Hoover’s Article Are Still 
ar rer ee 360 
A New Missionary Radio Station ......... 361 
“Swords and Plowshares” ................. 361 


Children—When Ah Moy Learned To Love 
Jesus. By Esther D. Hooey 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, 


Disappointment 
By Mrs. Marian Righton 


Do disappointments mark your earthly 
way? 

Is life uncertain and the pathway steep? 

S ometimes the winds of woe that round 
us sweep 

Are sent to save us from a darker day. 

Perhaps they come to mould the plastic 
clay, 

P repare for service, teach us truths more 
deep; 

Or miseries, perchance, o’er which we 
weep, 

Inclose the very boon for which we pray. 

N o grief comes ever meaningless to man: 

The shattering of hopes, the bliss un- 
given, 

May, if received aright, in God’s great 
plan, 

Enrich our souls and draw us nearer 
Heaven; 

New joys be ours, and treasure stared 
above, 

Through our surrender to the Hand of 
Love. 

we 


Luther's Hymn in Finland 

Though the clamor of the forces of 
evil on earth is now loud and alarming, 
God will have the last word. A scene re- 
minding one of His final victory occurred 
recently in the railroad station in Hel- 
sinki, Finland. A crowd gathered to wit- 
ness the departure of the Finnish delegates 


to a conference in Moscow called to dis- 
cuss a military pact between Russia and 
Finland. Time (March 29) thus reports 
the dramatic incident: “A small man in 
the crowd cried: ‘It’s just like 1939! 
Part of the crowd started to sing the 
Finnish national anthem; Communists 
countered with the Internationale, But 
the patriots had the last word. With 
conviction, they sang: 
“*A mighty fortress is our Cod, 

A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe 

Doth seek to work us woe.. .’” 
These brave Finnish voices may be 
silenced for a time, but the day is com- 


ing when every believer on earth will 
be able to sing Luther’s grand old hymn 
—and many others—in full liberty. 
The doom of atheistic Communists, and 
all others who “take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against his 
anointed,” is already sealed. “He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision. ,. , 
Yet have I set my king upon my holy 
hill of Zion. . . , Thou shalt break them 
with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them 
in pieces like a potter’s vessel... . 
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. . . . Blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him” (Psa. 2:4, 
6, 9, 11, 12b), 


Persecution 


Christian church has conformed 

so completely to the ways of the 
world that the world has no basis for 
controversy with her. She stands a hol- 
low mockery of what God intended her 
to be. Her average member is a vacil- 
lating, fear-ridden person who has 
adapted himself to an evasive middle- 
of-the-road policy; playing the game of 
Christian before the church, while 
equally able to act in the role of carnal- 
ity when in company with worldliness. 
As the people are, so the church is. 
These lukewarm conditions would seem 
to point to the late date in the history 
of the church (Rev. 3:16). 

The degraded state of the church today 
is proved from the lack of persecution. 
Often we hear people claim that times 
have changed and that persecution need 
not be experienced as a result of the 
separated life. This is not so, The same 
spirit of persecution that crucified Christ, 
stoned Stephen, beheaded James, and 
drove the early Christians to worship in 


Fe the most part, the present 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord: for they shall not be 


ashamed that wait for me” (Isa. 
49:23). 











the catacombs still exists. The Devil 
hates the Lord as much as he ever did. 
The Lord rebukes sin just as He always 
did. The cross of Christ is still foolish- 
ness to them that perish. No, the dif- 
ference does not lie in the times, but it 
does lie with Christians who have suc- 
cessfully hidden their identity with 
Christ. 


Not that Christians should go about 
with a chip on their shoulder looking for 
trouble. That is unscriptural. True per- 
secution is the inevitable outgrowth of 
a Christian testimony. “Yea, and all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). The 
Christlike life is at variance with the 
world; it stands as a challenge to the 
ungodly who return the challenge by 
persecution. 

Persecution will be the portion of 
those Christians who hold dear the 
truths set forth in the Word of God. 
The early church suffered a great deal 
because it proclaimed the doctrine of 
the Resurrection (Acts 4:33; 17:18, 32; 23: 
6-9; 1 Cor. 15:12). Have times changed, 
or is the Resurrection still held in con- 
tempt? Think of the insidious theories 
prevalent today that attempt to show 
belief in the Resurrection as childish or 
foolish. A list would include the swoon 
theory, vision theory, the theory that the 
women went to the wrong tomb, stolen- 
body theory, and the fraud theory. All 
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these and any others are in reality a 
form of persecution. 

Another doctrine that brings down the 
wrath of non-believers upon Christians 
is the second coming of Christ. Peter 
wrote that in the last days the scoffers 
would ask, “Where is the promise of his 
coming?” And now this truth is held 
lightly or ignored by a large part of the 
professing church. Anyone who cher- 
ishes this wonderful promise is con- 
sidered insane by the enemies of Christ. 

Every individual who has accepted 
Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary (and who 
lets it be known) will be persecuted for 
the simple reason that his .name is 
linked with Christ’s. “And ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name’s sake” 
(Luke 21:17). 

There are other causes for persecu- 
tion, but these are enough to prove 
Scripturally that a separated Christian 
cannot escape it. 

Persecution is manifested in a variety 
of ways. It can result in bodily harm, 
as it has so often down through the 
years. Many thousands have given their 
lives for the sake of their love for 
Christ. Even in recent years we do not 
lack for examples, such as the martyr- 
dom of John and Betty Stam in China. 

Disrespect and contempt are the cruel 
tools of the persecutor. Numerous times 
the Devil undermines the testimony of 
a young Christian by putting words of 
secrn in the mouths of the ungodly. 
The laugh of ridicule falls harshly upon 
the ears of a Christian, particularly 
when it comes from a friend or a mem- 
ber of the family. This is very real 
persecution. 

The Christian who lives a separated 
life may expect to be avoided socially 
by former friends, members cf his fam- 
ily, and the world in general. He has 
no place in their lives other than to be 
a witness for Christ. Any effort on his 
part to try to meet the world’s plane 
socially will result in a weakened testi- 
mony for the Lord. “Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 6:17). 

Persecution is hard to take, but it has 
a definite place in the life of the Chris- 
tian. It is a vital factor in the develop- 
ment of the spiritual life. The ability 
to bear persecution reveals the strength 
of a Christian’s character. 

Suffering for Christ helps bring to the 
Christian’s mind the tremendous price 
paid on the cross for redemption. He 
should rejoice in the privilege of par- 
taking of the pain, for he glorifies Christ 
in so doing (1 Pet. 4:13). 

“And not only so, but we glory in trib- 
ulations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience” (Rom. 5:3). Patience 
is a much needed virtue in the Chris- 
tian’s life and the Lord has chosen to 
develop this characteristic by Allowing 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Cain's and Abel's Sacrifices 


Why did God accept Abel’s sacrifice 
and reject Cain’s? My idea, as far 
back at least as four decades ago, has 
been that it was because Abel, being 
a child of God and socapting God’s 
method of approaching Him, brought 
a slain lamb whose blood had been 
shed and offered it on an altar, and 
this method of approach evidently had 
been instituted God Himself when 
He made coats of skins with which to 
cover the nakedness of our first par- 
ents. The account, of course, is very 
condensed and brief, and ‘we do not 
find all these details in the original 
mention in Genesis. But it seems to 
me that God’s Word abundantly cor- 
roborates this idea. 

Now we have a leader here on the 
West Coast who seems to be entirely 
ignorant of all this. I put the above 

uestion to him, and the following is 
the reply he gave: “Far be it from 
me to pose as an ex cathedra inter- 
preter of Scripture, but according to 
my wae of thinking, God had respect 
unto Abel’s offering, because Abel was 

a gentle, clean-living man who trusted 

and loved his God, whose heart was 

right toward God. Cain’s offering was 
rejected because he was jealous, mali- 
cious, murderous in disposition and 
spirit, his heart wrong toward God. 

As to your explanation, relative to 

presence and absence of coats of skins, 

I think it is unique. I have never run 

across it in my Biblical studies.” 

I would like to point this man to 
some expositor whd could set him 
straight, and hope that I may hear 
from you.—A California reader, 

The most important commentary on 
the sacrifices of Cain and Abel, apart 
from the brief record in Genesis 4:3-5, 
is that of the inspired writer of the Book 
of Hebrews: “By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained wit- 
ness that he was righteous, God testify- 
ing of his gifts: and by it he being dead 
yet speaketh” (Heb. 11:4). In the same 
book is this qualification as to all sac- 
rifice for sin, “And without shedding of 
blood is no remission” (9:22). There 
are several things that should be noted 
in this New Testament commentary on 
Abel’s Old Testament sacrifice: 


1. Abel offered it by faith. Scripture 
is full of passages showing that we must 
have faith in God to be acceptable to 
Him. “God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must: worship him in spirit 
and in truth” (Johm 4:24). “He that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). “For 
we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 
5:7). “Have faith in God” (Mark 11: 
22). “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God“ (Eph. 2:8). But while 
faith transcends reason, it is not’ unrea- 
sonable, for it is founded on the word 
of Him who cannot lie. “So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom, 10:17). 


2. The inspired writer of Hebrews de- 
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clares that Abel’s sacrifice was more ex- 
cellent than Cain’s. It is not the more 
upright life of Abel that is here empha- 
sized, but his “more excellent sacrifice.” 


3. It was through the sacrifice that “he 
obtained witness that he was righteous,” 
and not his righteous life which made 
the sacrifice acceptable. This is quite in 
accord with Paul’s great argument in the 
third of Romans: “Being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his right- 
eousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God; 
to declare, I say, at this time his right- 
eousness: that he might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus” (vs. 24-26). All the Old Testa- 
ment sacrifices pointed forward to the 
sacrifice of the eternal Son of God on 
Calvary, and only through His sacrifice 
can God righteously forgive the sinner 
and declare him to be righteous or jus- 
tified. 


4. God put His seal on Abel’s offering 
— “God testifying of his gifts.” We must 
remember “that no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion” (2 Pet. 1:20), or to be interpreted 
apart from the light of other Scriptures 
on the same subject. Test Abel’s sacri- 
fice by this principle, and it is clear that 
it was the blood that made his accept- 
able to God, ; 


5. It is by his sacrifice, more than his 
righteous life, that Abel speaks to us to- 
day— “by it he being dead yet speak- 
eth.” 

“What was the ground of the very op- 
posite reception which God gave to the 
offerings of the two brothers?” asks the 
writer who discusses Genesis 4:3-5 in 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown’s Commen- 
tary. “It is evident that the cause can- 
not be ascribed to any marked difference 
in the material quantity or quality of 
their respective oblations. Nor is it to 
be sought in a regard to the antecedent 
lives of the worshippers; for, though ‘the 
way of the wicked is an abomination to 


(Continued on page 358) 








Mr. Gordon's Mail 


HE Sunpay ScHoort Tres, and “The 

Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” in particular, have such large 
numbers of readers in this and other 
countries that Mr. Ernest Gordon’s 
mail has become rather burdensome. 
Some have thoughtlessly made unrea- 
sonable demands upon his time and 
strength. He has had a struggle with 
his health this past year, and therefore 
must be excused from answering mail 
for the present. But there is real im- 
provement in his health, and he is well 
able to carry on his regular work on 
the “Survey” and many of the fine lead- 
ing editorials in the Tmuwes.—Editor. 
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Why | Believe the Lord’s Coming Is Near 


Signs related to the Jews, the Gentiles, and the Church 





E Lord is to return in spite of the 
fact that some among those who 
preach make no place for this 
truth in their ministry. He said, “I will 
come again” (John 14:3). The angels 
said to the disciples, “This sarne Jesus 
... Shall so come ... as ye haye seen him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). The first 
recorded prophecy on the lips of man 
anticipates Christ’s second coming (Jude 
1:14). So, also, the last word of the 
Bible, which is the last word of Christ to 
men on earth, says, “Behold, I come 
quickly.” And the beloved disciple John, 
to whom all this was perfectly real — 
and which means what it should of 
blessed hope to all who “love his appear- 
ing,” said, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


Those most given fo unbelief would 
hardly want to accuse Christ of untruth. 
Whether the unregenerate people in the 
world want Him to come or not will 
make little difference. Of course He is 
coming again. He came the first time 
as was promised and regardless of the 
fact that this world did not want Him 
here. 

Two Distinct ASPECTS 


There are two distinct and wholly un- 
related aspe¢ts to be recognized in con- 
nection with His return. In the first in- 
stance, He comes to claim His Bride, 
which includes all those saved in this 
Church age. These are caught up— 
some by resurrection and some by trans- 
lation — to meet Him in the air. Of this 
we read in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18: “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words.” Of this first 
event there is no sign nor is there any 
time revealed. It is the end of the pres- 
ent divine purpose in the outcalling of 
the Church, the Bride of the Lamb. The 
second event is His glorious appearing 
when, with His Bride, He comes to set 
up His Kingdom on earth and to fulfill 
-all covenants and promises to the nation 
Israek In relation to the second event 
there are signs indicated and, naturally, 
if that event is drawing near, the first 
event is still nearer. 

Reference is made in Hebrews 10:25 
to a coming day which Christians should 
recognize as approaching. The passage 
reads, “Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and 


Dr. Chafer’s name is well known 
to most Times readers. In 1919 The 
Sunday School Times Company pub- 
lished a number of his books, includ- 
ing “The Kingdom in History and 
Prophecy,” “Satan,” “He That Is 
Spiritual,” “Salvation,” and others. 
(Many of his books are now pub- 
lished by the Moody Press, 153 In- 
stitute Place, Chicago 10.) He is the 
founder and president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary. After many 
years of labor, he has just completed 
his greatest written work, the eight- 
volume “Systematic Theology.” As 
he writes of the Second Coming, he 
does so with the background of a 
lifetime of Bible study and teaching, 
a thorough knowledge of prophetic 
literature, and the broad view that 
comes from much travel. Dr. Chafer 
is careful not to set dates in this 
article, but gives convincing reasons 
for believing that the Lord’s coming 
may be soon. 








so much the more, as ye see the day ap- 
proaching.” The day referred to in this 
passage is the Day of Jehovah, which is 
the time of His coming in power and 
glory. 

Signs may be seen in various world 
conditions and not all of them can be 
mentioned here. Consideration may 
well be given to signs related to (1) the 
Jews, (2) the Gentiles, and (3) the 
Christians or the Church, 


I. THe Jews 


The nation Israel has always consti- 
tuted a sign respecting God’s ways in 
the earth. Israel is now out of her land 
and under the chastening hand of God. 
The earth cannot know peace and ad- 
justment until that people is restored to 
their own land, so completely do they 
affect the affairs of the whole world. 
Prediction anticipates the possession of 
the land by Israel—to whom Jehovah 
has given it — and their restoration to it. 

Prophecy indicates three dispossessions 
of the land and three restorations. That 
nation is now in the third dispossession 


and is awaiting the final restoration to 


the land. In this final restoration some 
are to go back first in unbelief — enough 
to re-establish the Old Testament order 
of worship in such a temple or tabernacle 
es they may build. Such a return in un- 
belief is in process now. Later, at the 
glorious appearing of Christ, the whole 
nation shall be gathered by supernatural 
power —ever® by the ministration of 
angels. Of this Christ said, “And he 
shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather to- 
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gether his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other” 
(Matt. 24:31). 0, also, Jeremiah de- 
clared respecting the same regathering: 
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros- 
per, and shall execute judgment and jus- 
tice in the earth. In his days Judah shall 
be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: 
and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS. Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that they shall no more 
say, The Lord liveth, which brought up 
the children of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, which 
brought up and which led the seed of 
the house of Israel out of the north 
country, and from all countries whither 
I had driven them; and they shall dwell 
in their own land” (Jer. 23:5-8). 

A strong contrast is presented in this 
passage. When in Old Testament times 
God would impress His people with the 
might of His power, He said, “I am the 
Lord . . . which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt,” but in the King- 
dom age, after the regathering of Israel, 
they will no longer refer td the deliver- 
ance from Egypt but rather to the re- 
gathering from all nations of the earth 
In this connection it is well to read the 
entire sixtieth chapter of Isaiah. 

Joel records, “I will also gather all 
nations, and will bring them down into 
the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead 
with them there for my people and for 
my heritage Israel, whom they have 
scattered among the nations, and parted 
my land” (3:2). It should be observed 
that this is doubtless the first time in the 
Bible that the natioms as a unit or in 
united action are said to do anything. 
And for the first time in their history 
the nations are now united in action. 
So, likewise, what appears to be about 
the first action of the United Nations is 
the parting of the land God gave to Is- 
rael, of which Joel writes. It is because 
of what they do in this instance that God 
is to bring these very nations into judg- 
ment. Thus the Jew, by his partial res- 
toration, and the present action of the 
nations regarding the land constitute a 
sign of the end of this age. 

II. THe GENTILES 

The indications that are to be observed 
in relation to the Gentiles respecting the 
nearness of the coming of Christ center 
about His declaration found in Luke 21: 
24, “And they shall fall by the edge of 
the sword, and shall be led away cap- 
tive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 
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The phrase “the times of the Gentiles” 
is to be distinguished from Jewish “times 
and the seasons” (cf. Acts 1:7; 1 Thess. 
§:1). 

The times of the Gentiles is a period 
that extends from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity under Nebuchadnezzar to the final 
form of Gentile authority. As God 
measured time for Israel, according to 
Daniel’s prophecy, from the going forth 
of the edict to rebuild Jerusalem to the 
Kingdom glory as seventy weeks — with 
seven years to the week as history proves 
— or 490 years, with 483 years from the 
beginning to the cutting off of Messiah 
(Dan. 9:24-27), so, also, by the same 
prophet, God has indicated time for the 
Gentiles, To the great king Nebuchad- 





-nezzar there was revealed, through a 


dream which Daniel interpreted (Dan. 
2:19-49), that three great empires would 
yet arise after Babylon. Such a disclo- 
sure is of little interest now, as history 
records the fulfillment in Media-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome (Dan, 7:1-14). 

Babylon is the head of gold of the great 
image which the king saw in his dream, 
Media-Persia is the shoulders of silver, 
Greece the thighs Sf brass, and Rome 
the legs of iron which continues into this 
age so far only as the Roman Empire 
continued. However, as there was an 
interval between the sixty-ninth and 
seventieth weeks in the anticipation of 
Jewish history, so, in like manner, there 
is an interval between the termination of 
the legs of iron and the final form of 
Gentile government indicated by the feet 
and toes of iron and clay in the great 
image. 

This interval in Jewish times and in 
Gentile times is one and the same inter- 
calation and is the present unforeseen 
age of the outcalling of the Church. 

In the seventieth week of Daniel, yet 
to run its course in completion of the 
Mosaic age, Israel will be brought to her 
kingdom blessings through unprece- 
dented trouble and affliction, for it is the 
great tribulation. In that same brief 
period of about seven years the Gen- 
tile times will end with that last 
form of Gentile rule indicated by the 
feet and toes of iron and clay. The exact 
order of this termination of Gentile 
authority and the manner of it are pre- 
dicted in Revelation 17 to 19. The sign 
respecting Gentiles is seen in their rela- 
tion to Jerusalem. When Jerusalem is 
no longer under Gentile authority, the 
times of the Gentiles will at once have 
begun to end. The impressive thing to- 
day is that the Jews are drawing nearer 
to the actual possession of Jerusalem 
than they have in 2500 years or since the 
Babylonian captivity. 

For a time recently there has been a 
possibility that the nation Israel might 
be given possession of her land and Jer- 
usalem. This has passed with the deci- 
sion of the United Nations to part the 
land. Israel must yet possess the entire 
land as Jehovah has rromised, How it 
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may be brought to pass cannot be fore- 
seen, but that it will be brought to pass 
is as certain as the oath of Jehovah can 
make it. When Israel first entered the 
land from Egypt, they were given in- 
structions to “drive out” the inhabitants 
and were given power to*do so. They 
have no such instructions or power to 
clear the land: today of the children of 
Ishmael; yet that very thing may occur 
in the end. In any case, it will be the 
action and power of God keeping cove- 
nant with His earthly people. 

The Gentile sign, therefore, like that of 
the Jews, indicates a soon coming of 
Christ to the world. 


III. THe CHRISTIANS 


The present unforeseen, intercalatory 
age of the Church has continued longer 
than any previous dispensation. The 
New Testament speaks of “last days” for 
the Church on earth. The last days for 
the Church must be distinguished from 
the “last days” for Israel which days re- 
fer to her final blessing in the coming 
kingdom (Isa. 2:1-3). While Israel’s last 
days are characterized by universal ‘con- 
version, at least for Israel (Jer, 31:33; 
Rom, 11:26), the last days for the Church 
are characterized by apdstasy and wick- 
edness. ° 

The last days for the Church are a 
very extended theme in the New Testa- 
ment. It is the message of all the second 
epistles excepting 2 Corinthians, and ap- 
pears in other portions of the New Testa- 
ment as well. 
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The answer to the question, Are we 
now in the last days for the Church? 
will depend upon the perspective the 
individual may have respecting apostasy 
at the present time. The average be- 
liever who remains more or less in one 
locality would hardly see the present 
condition in the Church as one sees it 
who moves about in all sections of the 
country. It may be observed, however, 


that, while two generations ago there. 


was some recognition of Christianity and 
the Bible in colleges and universities pes 
well as day schools, today out of a thou- 
sand educational institutions the numbér 
of those recognizing God and His truth 
is exceedingly small. 

It is believed by most teachers who 
have a vision of the present situation in 
the Church that we are_in an apostasy. 
It may yet be a question of whether this 
is the final apostasy which is the central 
feature of the last days for the Church 
(2 Thess, 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:1-5). The final 
Laodicean period of the history of the 
Church is inevitable. 


In conclusion it may be said that in 
each of these major fields of prediction 
—the Jew, the Gentile, and the Church 
—there is startling indication that the 
coming of Christ is not far removed. In 
the words of Peter it may be asked: 
“Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness?” (2 Pet, 3:11.) 


Datias, Tex, 


Meeting a Need in Theological Education 


Should college come before or after seminary training? 


By HOWARD D. HIGGINS, A.M., Th.M., D.D. 


HEOLOGICAL education is a spe- 

cialized part of a minister’s total ed- 
ucation. The purpose of all he studies is 
to train him to pre&ch, to teach, and to 
minister the Gospel of the redeeming 
grace of Christ to a lost world. The 
education given in the schools of Amer- 
ica today (with the exception of a small 
number of Christian schools) is not only 
non-Christian, but it is definitely founded 
upon an anti-Christian world-view and 
philosophy of life, A personal God is not 
known; the Biblical account of creation 
is assumed to be false; man is treated as 
essentially good and not a sinner; the 
end of human existence is taken to be a 
good life here and now, with no here- 
after. The attack upon the basic teach- 
ings of the Word of God becomes more 
pointed as one goes from elementary 
school to high school, and then to col- 
lege. In college, the attack is bold and 
open and often a clever. The 
advice that the Apostle Paul gave to the 
Christians at Colosse is urgent today, 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the 


tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ” (Col, 2: 
8). *Theological education needs to be 
very much aware of this. 

The situation in the educational world 
as it affects the seminary was brought 
home forcefully to my mind a few years 
ago as I talked with a faithful minister 
of the Congregational Church in Ver- 
mont. He told sadly of how, during the 
later years of his ministry, he prayed 
and labored to the end that some young 
man of faith and evangelical fervor 
might hear the call to the Gospel min- 
istry and fit himself by trainirre~at col- 
lege and seminary to succeed him and 
thus ensure the carrying on, for a time 
at least, of his testimony to the old- 
fashioned Gospel of redeeming grace in 
Christ and to the Bible as the Word of 
God. He told how three times he had 
the joy of having a young man, who had 
grown up under his preaching come and 
tell him that he felt he should prepare 
himself for the ministry. Each time, the 
man went off to a liberal New England 
college and there came under the influ- 
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ence of unbelieving teachers. Not one of 
those men went on to a seminary or into 
the ministry. Far more tragic than the 


* loss of preachers to the Church was the 


loss of faith to the men. 

The cry of the old preacher’s heart 
was, “What can we do about it?” How 
can we get young men of promise 
through college and on to seminaries that 
are true to the Word in order that we 
may have a ministry well trained and 
capable of mediating the Gospel to the 
present day, and, at the same time, ab- 


solutely loyal to Christ and the Word of , 


God? 


Preparation for Attack 


Here is what one school is doing, and 
has been doing, about it for many years. 
The Theological Seminary of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church, in Philadel- 
phia, Pa., unlike most seminaries, admits, 
to the full theological course, not only 
college graduates, but also students who 
are not college graduates but who hold 
a diploma from an accredited high school 
or secondary school. These men, who 
have come direct from high school to 
seminary, are advised to go on to college 
upon graduating from the seminary. Up- 
on receiving a bachelor’s degree from a 
recognized college, they become eligible 
for the Seminary’s degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity. Thus they are given a sound 
theological education before facing the 
attack of the college, 

Is this only a nice theory? How does 
it work out in practice? Are high school 
graduates capable of doing work at the 
seminary level? The experience of the 
Reformed Episcopal Seminary is that, 
while there are differences of ability and 
of application on the part of both those 
who are college graduates and those who 
are not, high school graduates can do sem- 
inary work and not infrequently these 
men have led their classes. They may 
have to work harder in seminary than 
they would if they had larger back- 
ground, though indeed modern college 
education gives little background or 
preparation for theological study. How- 
ever, this will be amply compensated for 
when they get to college, for their sem- 
inary background will then stand them in 
good stead and college will be the easier. 


Do the men go on to college? Some, of 
course, do not. Some are older men 
who never would have gone to seminary 
had college been a prerequisite; they are 
serving churches; they may not. go to 
college. The experience of the seminary 
is that increasingly the men are going qn 
to college, Graduates of ‘the Reformed 
Episcopal Seminary have made good 
records at such schools as the University 
of Pennsylvania, Columbia University, 
Gordon College, Pepperdine College, 
Haverford College, Temple University, 
Swarthmore College, and Johns Hopkins 
University. The testimony of these men 
is that they are glad they went to sem- 
inary first. 
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Does this plan have definite advan- 
tages? To meet the present-day need, 
the Reformed Episcopal Seminary judges 
that it is wise, even imperative, to break 
with tradition, and to urge men to come 
to seminary before going to college. 
Many are the advantages. 


1. Christian faith will be strengthened. 
Young men from Christian homes and 
fundamental churches have spent three 
years in concentrated study of the Scrip- 
tures and of the system of sound doc- 
trine taught therein. Questions have 
been dealt with on the basis of the Bible. 
They will have a redson for the hope 
that is in them. They have grown 
stronger, not onlysin an intellectual faith, 
but in spiritual life, for seminary has 
been a time of rich Christian fellowship 
with believing teachers and fine Chris- 
tian schoolmates. The devotional life 
has been richly cultivated. Faith now is 
strong. 


2. They understand the problems, the 
false philosophy being taught, the anti- 
Christian teachings, for these have been 
pointed out in seminary. So it is that the 
professors in the college classroom can- 
not easily take them by surprise, or 
sweep them off their feet by some clever 
argument or criticism. They know the 
attack before it is made. They know the 
history of the arguments against the 
truth of the Bible and how they were old 
in Paul’s day; how Luther and our Pur- 
itan fathers faced them; how they are 
related to modern philosophy. They 
have an answer. 


3. They are able to bear a good testi- 
mony for Christ and His Gospel. Like 
Paul at Corinth, they can speak “the 
wisdom of God” in the midst of “the 
wisdom of this world” (1 Cor. 2:6, 7). 
As the seminary-trained student goes on 
to college, the college classroom becomes 
a place of evangelism. The Christian 
student, well-trained because he has been 
to seminary, speaks a word in due season. 
He strengthens the young Christian stu- 
dent who has just come from high school 
and knows none of these things; he helps 
remove doubts‘in the minds of class- 
mates who have been disturbed by the 
teaching they have been receiving; he 
even testifies to his teachers. It is tre- 
mendously salutary to have in the college 
class one voice that can be raised intel- 
ligentiy in defense of the truth. The 
seminary-trained college student ‘has an 
evangelistic opportunity open peculiarly 
to him. 


4. Advanced standing in college granted 
for work done in seminary makes it pos- 
sible to omit some elementary courses 
and take more advanced work. In some 
cases, it is possible to save a year as a 
college undergraduate and use that year 
for graduate study. 

Before the colleges were given over 
so generally to an anti-Christian position, 
the Reformed Episcopal Seminary ad- 
mitted noncollege graduates in order to 
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make it possible for the man of limited 
means to enter the ministry. The 
churchés had seen fit to endow theologi- 
cal seminaries, and tuition was free in 
order that rich and poor alike might be 
trained for the ministry. But they did 
not subsidize their youth at college, and 
many a man, unable to get a college edu- 
cation which was expensive, could not 
go to seminary, for he would not be ad- 
mitted. So he never entered the minis- 
try. That situation still exists today. 
If churches are going to demand college 
before seminary for those who would be 
ministers, then they should provide schol- 
arships for those who need them. The 
church must preserve for itself a demo- 
cratic ministry. It is not for the well-to- 
do alone. 


The Reformed Episcopal Seminary is 
continuing a practice with which it 
started in 1886. It sees the hand of.the 
Lord in that policy. It meets a new 
need today. 


Much as seminary before college seems 
advantageous in every way today, let us 
remember that, of itself, it is no surety 
for faith and orthodoxy. Merely going 
to a seminary before one goes to college 
does not ensure immunity to the anti- 
Christian education at the college level, 
The seminary must be one that is loyal 
to the Word of God and to the doctrines 
of the faith as held by evangelical Prot- 
estantism. In addition, it must be one 
that teaches the truth as over against 
error, in order that the student may un- 
derstand the attack, often subtle, beirig 
made upon the Christian faith, and have 
a standard of critique. 


A Bible-Centered Curriculum 


The Reformed Episcopal Seminary, 
open without tuition to Christian stu- 
dents of evangelical belief, of any de- 
nomination, is bound by the Articles of 
Religion of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church. Article V reads: “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God. Holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost: Holy Scripture is there- 
fore the Word of God; not only does it 
contain the Oracles of God, but it is it- 
self the very Oracles of God.” ‘True to 
this position, the seminary, through all 
its history, has defended the inspiration 
of the Scriptures. It has stood out 
against destructive Higher Criticism, and 
now it is exposing the error of Barthi- 
anism. 

The curriculum of the seminary is 
Bible-centered. Both Hebrew and Greek 
are required for the full three-year’ 
course. Why have modernist seminaries 
discarded the original languages? It is 
obvious that it is because they are not 
interested in the very “words” of Scrip- 
ture. Not only is the Bible studied in 
the original and in English, but for the 
full three years the student studies Sys- 
tematic Theology, that he may have a 
system of doctrine based on the Bible. 
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For three years also he must take courses 
in Apologetics in order that he may not 
only know the truth, but also be able to 
present it over against modern error and 
defend it before all men. This kind of 
theological education, taken before one 
goes to college, is a strategy in the mod- 
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ern propagation of the Gospel that should 
bear rich fruit. It seems to have been 
born for such a time as this. The chil- 
dren of light should be wiser in their 
generation than the children of this 
world. 


Fiusnine, L. I., N. ¥. 


If the Teacher Were a Pastor 
What would be the result in many Sunday schools? 


HE custom of making the pastor a 

regular teacher in the Sunday school 
is almost universal in small churches. 
In schools where the adult membership 
is not large, this is often unavoidable, due 
to the scarcity of trained, talented lead- 
ership. Even in such cases, however, 
the general purpose of the Bible school 
would be better served by the pastor 
if he were to lead a group of adults and 
older young men and women through a 
course of training to develop their ability 
to teach satisfactorily. Thus he would 
ultimately be free to make close contacts 
with all the classes in the school. 

However, this present article concerns 
the teacher who is also a pastor, which 
is something entirely distinct from the 
pastor of a church who assumes the 
teaching leadership of a specific class in 
the Bible school. Before proceeding fur- 
ther, perhaps it would be profitable to 
define terms. 

What is a Bible school teacher? It 
will not do to answer, “One who has a 
class in a Bible school.” There are too 
many who merely carry the title of 
teacher and have classes, while knowing 
nothing experientially of the blessed 
ministry which ought to be theirs in 
imparting to others a definite knowledge 
of the Word of God. 

In a church of nearly three thousand 
members, of which the writer was assist- 
ant pastor some years ago, a class of 
young men in the Bible school was being 
“taught” by an attorney, who was ex- 
ceedingly capable in legal matters. Be- 
lieving that his duty was not done when 
he read to the class once a week out of 
the denominational quarterly —- provid- 
ing there was time for that after dis- 
cussing the sport news of the week — he 
gathered the class members together 
every Tuesday to play penny ante! Oh, 
yes, that man had a class, but he was not 
a Bible school teacher! 

At a recent meeting of a certain 
“board,” more time was expended dis- 
cussing the alleged injustice done a cer- 
tain pugilist in his last fight than was 
devoted to the organization’s legitimate 
business! Bible school teachers? Hardly! 
Yet they all have classes. 

A Bible school teacher is an individual 
who, believing the Bible is the Word of 
God, and having experienced salvation in 
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Christ, whom it reveals, knows its con- 
tents sufficiently well to be able to im- 
part like knowledge to others. 

What is a pastor? “Feed my sheep,” 
Jesus said to Peter, and the disciple knew 
what his Master meant. He was to min- 
ister in Christ’s stead—to the poor, the 
sick, the hungry, the bewildered, and, 
above all, to those lost in sin, that they 
might be brought back to God. 

The other day a pastor was asked to 
call at a home to “help me decide what 
to do,” as the wife and mother had re- 
quested. She poured out a tale of phys- 
ical abuse from a drunken husband, her 
words punctuated by moistened eyes and 
choked-back sobs. At the close, and fol- 
lowing prayer, she said, “Forgive me for 
talking so intimately, but I just had to 
tell somebody.” She hesitated a moment, 
and added, “It seemed like God ,was 
holding my hand when you prayed.” 

Without knowing it, that woman gave 
a perfect definition of the faithful pas- 
tor. He is one who so ministers to his 
Lord’s sheep that they see, hear, and 
feel God in him. 

The teacher can be and ought to be 
a pastor, As a matter of fact, every 
teacher is a pastor — potentially. The 
relationship he bears toward the mem- 
bers of his class involves the opportunity 
of being to them what the pastor is to 
the church. Actually, the teacher’s op- 
portunity is far greater than the pastor’s, 
for comparatively few are\committed to 
the teacher’s care. Therefore, his per- 
sonal contacts with each one can be much 
more frequent and intimate. 

There is a striking similarity between 
the church and any single class in its 
Bible school. Both are composed of in- 
dividuals of widely varying tempera- 
ments and abilities. In each will be 
found personal difficulties to be adjusted, 
questions to be answered, and problems 
to be solved by the extension of friendly 
counsel and material aid. The pastor’s 
responsibility to his church does not end 
when he has prepared a sermon and 
preached it from the pulpit; neither does 
the teacher’s responsibility to his class 
end when he has taught the lesson, no 
matter how true to the letter of Scrip- 
ture his teaching may be. Beyond that, 
each will be a blessing, and receive bless- 
ings himself, by frequent visitations to 
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homes; thus also will the membership be 
conserved and enlarged. 

One need only examine the annual 
statistical report of his denomination to 
realize how ridiculously small must be 
the number of teachers who sense the 
sacredness of their calling. A church 
picked at random from such a report 
made a startling record for itself: mem- 
bership, 1208; Bible school enrollment, 
228; average attendance, 118; number of 
teachers, 13; accessions to church from 
the Bible school, 4! Assuming that those 
received into the church were genuinely 
converted, 3% teachers were required to 
lead one soul to Christ! Examination of 
the entire report showed that these sta- 
tistics were about average. It is un- 
thinkable that each one of those teach- 
ers was faithfully acting as a shepherd 
of the members of his class — visiting 
the sick, at least, and seeking to make 
the way of salvation plain to all, 

Much of the blame for the present 
alarming condition of the average Bible 
school lies squarely on the doorstep of 
the church itself. We have hitherto 
failed to magnify the teaching office as a 
ministry which no one has the right to 
enter without being called of God to the 
work, as definitely as the pastor is sup- 
posed to be called to his ministry. Such 
a call is the teacher’s most important 
qualification. Systematic training under 
competent leadership will, of course, add 
to his efficiency, providing the training 
is the kind that honors the Word of God 
and “the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.” But not all the train- 
ing in the world can make up for the 
lack of God’s power, which is always 
present when He calls an individual to 
do a specific job. 

Brother-teacher, if you are what you 
are because God has called you, that 
class of boys, girls, young men, young 
women, or adults is waiting for you to 
be to them what the pastor is to your 
church. They are your sheep, and you 
are their shepherd — or pastor, for that’s 
what a shepherd is. Consider how in- 
timately you can get to know them and 
the circumstances that affect them. 
Your pastor has several hundred to look 
after; you have but fifteen. You can be 
to them either the man they look at 
once a week and listen to for twenty 
minutes, or the servant of Jesus Christ, 
ready at any time to minister, in any 
way, to those committed to your charge. 

The teacher who is a pastor will also 
be an intercessor. He will pray with 
them and for them — the members of his 
class—in their homes and in the quiet 
of his. own private devotions. The bur- 
den of his prayer will be, “Oh, God, 
help me to find some way of helping 
them,” and he will rejoice to be the 
Father’s agent in supplying whatever the 
need may be. If that attitude be not 
present, any attempt at intercessory 
prayer is but a hollow mockery. 


(Continued on page 354) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 2. NEHEMIAH REBUILDS JERUSALEM 
Nehemiah 1 to 7; printed text, 4:1-6, 13, 14, 21-23, 6:15, 16 
Golden Text.—So built we the wall; . . . . tor the people had a mind to work.—-Neh. 4:6 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Neii. 4:1 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that 
we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, 
and mocked the Jews. e 

2 And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, 
and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify them- 
selves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will 
they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are 
burned? 

3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even 
that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down 
their stone wall. 

4 Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their re- 
proach upon their own head, and give them for a prey in the 
land of captivity: 

5 And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted 
out from before thee: for they have provoked thee to anger before 
the builders. 

6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together 
unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 


13 Therefore set I-in the lower places behind the wall and 
on the higher places, I even set the people after their families 
with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 


14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to 
the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of 
them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight 
for your brethren, your sons, and’ your daughters, your wives, 
and your houses. 


21 So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the 
spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared. 

22 Likewise at the same time said I unto the people, Let every 
one with his servant lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night 
they may be a guard to us, and labour on the day. 

23 So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the 
men of the guard which followed me, none of us put off our 
clothes, saving that every one put them off for washing. 


Chap. 6:15 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day 
of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 

16 And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, 
and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they 
were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that 
this work was wrought of our God. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission, 








The Lesson: as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Paster of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 

N THE Book of Ezra we have seen the 
I remnant of Judah coming up from 

captivity and gathered back to the 
place where Jehovah had set His name. 
Nehemiah pursues the further history of 
this company for some years afterward, 
but he was specially devoted to the 
work of guarding the place of privilege 
as indicated by the large space given 
,to the narration of events in connection 
with the building again of the wall of 
Jerusalem. The wall speaks both of pro- 
tection and exclusion, and we may see 
in what is here recorded an illustration 
of our responsibility to guard what God 
has committed to us and to maintain 
the principle of separation from the 
world, in order that the truth of:God 
may not be lost and that we may ever 
be a testimony against the “corruption 
that is in the world through lust” (2 
Pet. 1:4). God Himself commanded Mis 
people to build up the wall, and it is 
He who today has called upon those 
who confess His name to maintain the 
attitude of separation from all that is 
contrary to His holy will, remembering 
that “all that is in the world .. , is not 
of the Father, but is of the world” (1 
John 2:16). When this is forgotten, and 
the wall of separation is broken down, 
the people of God are exposed to all 
kinds of dangers, from which they would 
be free if they continued to walk apart 
from the world and its unholy practices 
and principles, “perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). 
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The Historical Setting 

Of the early life of Nehemiah we know 
nothing. Like Daniel and-his three com- 
panions (Dan. 1), he was a Hebrew cap- 
tive, who, because of his integrity and 
ability, had been given a place of spe- 
cial recognition by the king of Persia, 
to whom he was cupbearer. Though his 
own circumstances were comfortable, 
he was much concerned about the state 
of his brethren who had gone back to 
Palestine. Obtaining permission from 
the king, he went up to Jerusalem to 
do what he could to better their condi- 
tion. 


Verse by Verse 

Neh, 4:1.—“When Sanballat heard that 
we builded the wall, he was wroth.” 
This Sanballat, called “the Horonite,” 
that is, a man of Hoponaim, a city of 
Moab, was an enemy to the’ Jews and 
sought in every way possible to hinder 
them in their work, just as many today 
are opposed to a faithful testimony of 
a separated people. He first attempted 
to deter them by ridicule, often a potent 
weapon when used against sensitive folk. 

Verse 2.—‘What do these feeble Jews?” 
To haughty Sanballat the remnant 
seemed feeble indeed, and he poured 
upon them his scorn and hatred, 

Verse 3.—“Tobiah the Ammonite wag 
by him. He, too, was a hereditary 
enemy of Israel, for both Moab and Am- 
mon had*been their bitter foes for many 


centuries. Sarcastically he declared that, 


a fox could break down such a wall as 
the inexperienced Jews were attempting 
to build, but he was to learn that what 
is of God will succeed in spite of the 
hatred of the world and its Satanic op- 
Position. 









































Verse 4.—“Hear, O our God; for we 
are despised.” Nehemiah turned to the 
Lord and called upon Him to undertake 
for them. He was conscious of being in 
the will of God; so he could pray in 
faith, and work on with confidence. 


Verse 5.—“They have provoked thee to 
anger before the builders.” With Nehe- 
miah it was not a case of the Jews versus 
these scornful enemies; but it was God 
against Sanballat and Tobiah. There 
could be no question as to who would 
be victor. ‘ 

Verse 6.—“So built we the wall.” They 
labored on through evil report and good 
report until the day came when the wall 
was half finished, for “the people had a 
mind to work.” Where there is a will- 
ing heart the hands become strong to 
labor and deft to accomplish the task 
set before them. 


Verse 13.—“Therefore set I... the 
people after their families with their 
swords.” Because of the constant danger 
of an attack from their enemies, Nehe- 
miah armed all the families and set 
them behind the wall to protect the 
builders. It was a matter that concerned 
them all, so it was right and proper that 
all should accept responsibility. 

Verse 14—“Be not ye afraid of them: 
remember the Lord.” Their confidence 
was to be in the God of Israel, who had 
intervened so often in the past to defend 
and protect His people, and who could 
be depended on still to undertake for 
them so long as they sought to be faith- 
ful in their service for Him. 

Verse 21—“So we laboured in the 
work: and half of them held the spears.” 
One half used the trowel and other tools 
as they labored to repair the wall. The 
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other half kept on guard with their 
spears in their hands, ready to meet their 
foes if they attempted to attack them. 


Verse 22.—“Let every one . . . lodge 
within Jerusalem.” It was a time of 
special danger, and therefore Nehemiah 
commanded all those who dwelt in the 
country round about to remain in the 
city overnight, that they might ever be 
ready to repel any effort of Sanballat and 
his emissaries to storm the wall at night. 


Verse 23—‘“None of us put off our 
clathes.” Strenuous times demand stren- 
uous measures, and it was necessary that 
all be on constant guard until the work 
was finished. 


Chap. 6:15, 16—“They perceived that 
this work was wrought of our God.” At 
last the wall was finished; all its 
breaches were repairec. And now even 
the enemies of Israel had to confess that 
God was with His people, enabling them 
to overcome all difficulties and to foil 
all the evil designs of those who had 
endeavored to hinder the work. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Faith and work go together in build- 
ing up the wall of protection and sep- 
aration that marks off the church of 
God from the world. In Nehemiah’s 
day, the people of Judah, led by their 
devoted governor, cried to God for help; 
then labored earnestly and watchfully, 
too, in order to complete the project 
upon which their security from the 
power of the enemy depended to so large 
an extent. As they thus wrought with 
God, He honored their faith and re- 
strained their foes from doing them any 


_actual damage. God can ever be counted 


upon to ‘give. deliverance and blessing 
to those who put His. interests first and 
endeavor in faithfulness to honor His 
name. 


Lesson Outline 
BUILDING THE WALLS 


1. Nehemiah’s exercise of heart (Neh. 1) 

2. Viewing the ruined wall (chap. 2) 

3. Putting the people to work (chap. 3) 

4. Opposition met by faith (chap. 4) 

5. The danger of internal strife (chap. 
5) 

6. The work completed and the foe 
thwarted (chap. 6) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Old Testament Pictures of New Testa- 
ment Truths. We are told in 1 Corinthi- 
ans 10:11, concerning the events re- 
corded of Israel’s history that “all these 
things happened unto them for ensam- 
ples [for types]: and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come.” This should 
lead us to weigh these historical inci- 
dents of old in the light of present-day 
conditions. In the case of the work of 
Nehemiah and his confederates and the 
opposition endured from Judah’s en- 
emies, we may see a vivid picture of 
our responsibility to walk in separation 
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‘ Last Week's Lesson 
4. April 25.—Zechariah Pleads for 
Righteousness Zechariah 1:1-6; 4; 7; 8 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. May 9.—-Ezra Leads a Religious Re- 
vival ...Ezra 7:6-10; Néhemiah 8 to 10:13 








from all moral and doctrinal evil, and 
to seek to protect our church privileges 
from being destroyed by those who have 


. no understanding of spiritual realities 


and would endeavor to bring us into 
bondage to worldly and carn:l princi- 
ples, which are antagonistic to the grace 
and holiness that should characterize the 
Church of God. As we read the recard 
carefully, we will find much that should 
guide us in our attitude toward what 
is opposed to divine truth and threatens 
to destroy real Christian fellowship. 


Summaries and Applications 


In Nehemiah Wwe see a resolute self- 
denying man, who valued the favor of 
God above that of man and who was 
more concerned about being a blessing 
to his people than in furthering his own 
interests, 

The wily Sanballat and the scheming 
Tobiah have their followers today among 
those who would endeavor to thwart the 
purpose of God in raising up*a people 
separated wholly to Himself. 

We need to be proficient in the use 
of both the sword and the tnowel to- 
day, as were the people of Judah of 
old: the sword for defence of the faith 
and the trowel for building up that 
which honors God. 

So long as we remain in this scene, 
we shall need to be on our guard against 
principles that. would undermine the 
standards God has given us to maintain. 
We cannot afford to become careless or 
indifferent. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


AT similarities do you find in Nehe- 
miah and Daniel (the men, not their 
books) ? 

2. What dissimilarities do you find be- 
tween them? 

3. How long was Nehemiah’s journey to 
Jerusalem after (a) Ezra’s going up, (b) 
Zerubbabel’s arrival? 

4. What was the difference between Nehe- 
miah’s mission and Ezra’s? 

5. What incidents of their respective jour- 
neys were in keeping with the difference 
in their missions? 

6. How often do the enemies of the Jews 
enter into the story of Nehemiah? 

7. What was the threefold occupation of 
the builders? 

* 8. What were some of the tactics of the 
encmy? 

9. What were some of the “domestic” 
problems of Nehemiah? 

10. How was God glorified in the building 
of the walls of Jerusalem? 


(Answers on page 354) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty God, our Father, whose power 
created all things, and whose strength 
is at work through the Gospel to bless 
all men everywhere, we thank Thee for 
Thy saving might in our lives and among 
others in our land. Keep us, Lord, obe- 
dient to Thy Word that we may live in 
the sunshine of Thy love. Teach us to 
scorn all things mean, dishonorable, and 
impure. Pity, Lora, all who are bound 
by sin, and all who are the victims of 
sin’s sad consequences. Make us chan- 
nels of Thy pitying mercy, and make us 
ready to take up any work to which 
Thou dost call us. Give us faith, cour- 
age, strength, and wisdom to meet what- 
ever confronts us, and to serve God and 
our fellows. Let Thy blessing be with 
us in our studies here today, and’through 


all the world may men learn to know. 


the Lord and rejoice to do His will, for 
our Saviour’s sake and glory. Amen. 
After the Lesson—When Morrison 
went to China, the first Protestant mis- 
sionary to that land, someone rather 
sarcastically said, “Do you really expect, 
Mr. Morrison, to make an impression .on 
the millions of China?” Modestly Mor- 





MAKE CAREY’S MOTTO YOURS 


Expect ° From 
Attempt Great Things For 











rison replied that he did not expect to 
make any great impression on China, 
but he believed that God would. So 
he tackled what looked impossible, and 
others came to his help, and now, though 
there is much still to be done, many 
Chinese have found Christ, and China 
is open as never before to the Gospel. 

The enemies of Nehemiah and his 
people were sarcastic when they saw 
the Jews undertake rebuilding the walls 
of Jerusalem. “What do these feeble 
Jews?” they asked. They scoffed at the 
idea of Nehemiah really succeeding in 
rebuilding the city of God. But he did 
succeed, and the time came when the 
people who mocked had to admit that 
what they thought would never be done 
had been accomplished, and they saw it 
had been done because God was in it, 

It was important for God’s plan that 
Jerusalem be rebuilt and the Jews live 
again in theif own land. So when Nehe- 
miah and his people got at it, they had 
God on their side, and even one with 
God makes a majority that must win 
through. Like Nehemiah in Judah, like 
Morrison in China, or like Carey in In- 
dia, when you have a hard job to do for 
God, go at it with all your heart, and 
trust Him to see you through. Remember 

Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
And looks at God alone,  ~ 


Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, “It shall be done.” 


Vancouver, B. C.; Can. 
































Lesson for May 2 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“When Sanballat heard that we builded 
the wall, he was wroth, and took great 
indignation, and mocked the Jews” (Neh, 
4:1).—When Nehemiah first came to Je- 
rusalem, Sanballat and his cohorts were 
grieved exceedingly “that there was 
come a man to seek the welfare of the 
children of Israel” (2:10). When they 
heard of the unanimous decision to “rise 
up and build” they laughed the workers 
to scorn, and despised them and looked 
upon them as rebels (2:19). Now that 
the important work was progressing 
rapidly, their wrath was stirred to great 
indignation leading to the conspiraey “to 
fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder 
it” (4:8). 

Whenever the Lord starts a work, 
Satan is sure to attempt to belittle it 
or discourage the workers, malign, 
threaten, or openly fight against them 
and the work, 

One day Voltaire said to a friend, “It 
took twelve ignorant fishermen to es- 
tablish Christianity; I will show the 
world how one Frenchman can destroy 
it.” If Christianity could have been de- 
stroyed, Voltaire was the man to do it, 
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He was the idol of his nation. The the- 
aters of Paris and ,the literary circles 
throughout the empire resounded with 
his praises. Whatever he wrote was 
communicated to millions of minds. He 
was possessed of a memory almost 
miraculous in its powers of retention. 
His command of language was almost 
perfect. His powers of sarcasm un- 
rivaled. The peculiar circumstances of 
the times were remarkably favorable to 
his cause. He summoned all his powers 
for the destructive work. Voltaire is 
dead — Christianity lives on and thrives ! 

Nehemiah’s subtle enemies utterly 
failed to stop the work of building the 
wall around Jerusalem. Christianity’s 
enemies have likewise failed to destroy 
the Bible or the Church. 

If Christianity could have been over- 
thrown, it would have been done long 
ago. Where can infidels be found more 
powerful than Voltaire, Hume, Gibbon, 


Bolingbroke, and Rousseau? Where find - 


persecutors more violent than bloody 
Nero or Domitian? The lash of the sati- 
rist, the sophistry of the philosopher, and 
the sword of the persecutor have failed 
to accomplish the work of destruction, 
The Lord Jesus said, “The gates of hell 
shall not prevail against” His Church, 


OPPOSITION TO Gop's WoRnK 








“Sanballat-- was wroth-- and said, What, 
are these feeble Jews (Nehemiah and fellow: 
workers) doing?-- will they revive the stones 
out of the heaps of rubbish--? --Tobiah-- said, 
Even that which they are building, if a fox 
Soup, he shall break down their stone wall.” 
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“The wall was finished - - in fifty and two 
days. -- when all ovr enemies heard thereof, 
--all the nations thah were aboutus feared, 
and were much cast down in their own ayes; 
for they perceived thab this work was 
wroughs of oor God.” NenemiaH 6: 15,16 crv}! 
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The enemy asses but. shall never pre- 
vail, , 

“Even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their 
stone wdll” (vy. 3).—What a sample of 
super-beliffling! A soft stepping™ fox 
breaking down’‘a stone wall! If Tobiah 
really thought the Jews were doing such 
a flimsy piece of masonry work, why 
didn’t he and his associates leave it to the 
foxes to demolish that wall—for there 
were many of them in the vicinity? (See 
Lam, 5:18.) Why the conspiracy to 
bring up an army to accomplish the 
demolition? 

When certain of the Pharisees came 
to the Lord Jesus and said, “Get thee 
out, and depart hence: for Herod will 
kill thee,” He answered: “Go ye, and 
tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, 
and I do cures to day and to morrow, 
and the third day I shall be perfected. 
Nevertheless I must walk to day, and 
to morrow, and the day following: for 
it cannot be that a prophet perish out 
of Jerusalem.” And immediately after- 
ward He says, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem 
.. . how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings” 
(Luke 13:31-34). Thus on one hand is 
Herod the fox, on the other the chil- 
dren of Jerusalem as so many chickens, 
and in between is the Lord Jesus, will- 
ing, ready, and able to spread His pro- 
tecting power over them. He under- 
stands the subtlety of all kinds of foxes 
—literal, human, and diabolical, Nehe- 
miah and his companions did the proper 
thing in making their prayer unto God 


“and setting a watch against them day 


and night (4:9). 


“When all our enemies heard thereof, 
and ... saw these things, they were 
much cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God” (Neh. 6:16).— 
What an amazing discovery’ it must be 
to a mortal to realize that he has been 
actually fighting against God! What is 
more calculated to have the effect of 
casting one down in his own eyes than 
such a revelation? 

Gamaliel, “a doctor of the law, had in 
reputation among all the people,” warned 
against ill-treating the disciples of Christ, 
“lest haply ye be found even to fight 
against God” (Acts 5:34-39). 

Saul of Tarsus is an outstanding illus- 
tration of one who was cast down in his 
own eyes because of his fight against 
God. He thought he was ridding the 
world of heretics when he was asked of 
the Lord: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” (Acts 9:4.) He saw himself 
the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15) be- 
cause he “persecuted the church of God, 
and wasted it” (Gal. 1:13). But he ob- 
tained mercy because he did it ignorantly 
in unbelief. ; 

Everyone now knows what became of 
the vain boast of Adolph Hitler, who said 
in the world’s hearing: “Nothing will 
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prevent me from tearing up Christian- 
ity, root and branch. . , . We are not 
out against a hundred-to-one different 
kinds of Christianity, but rather against 
Christianity itself. All people who pro- 
fess creeds . , . are traitors to the peo- 
ple. Even those Christians who really 
want to serve the people .. . we have 
to suppress. I myself am a heathen to 
the core” (Free Methodist). ' 

In vain our enemies oppose, 

For God is stronger than His foes. 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if Haggai, Zechariah, and 

Malachi were the “Three Musketeers 
of the Restoration,” then I would say 
that Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem (or 
Gashmu) were “The Three Mosquitoes,” 
who used all the iniquitous methods, the 
stratagem, the poison, and the subtlety 
of that pesky insect to frustrate the re- 
building of the walls of Jerusalem. 

It is amazing what mischief this tiny 
creature can do. Perhaps its greatest 
achievement was in frustrating the 
building of the Panama Canal by the 
French Government, defying that great 
empire, destroying the lives of thousands 
of workers sent across the Atlantic un- 
der Ferdinand De Lesseps, and causing 
the loss of many millions of francs. With 
its tiny malarial stiletto the little mos- 
quito injects the poison that takes the 
life of its victim. And strange to say, 


it makes no effort to conceal its first . 


attack, but comes merrily zooming along 
as if it were a very funny thing it was 
about to do. You slap at it and miss 
it, and it seems to give up the effort 
and disappear; but it is sitting over there 
just waiting to hear your deep breathing 
in sleep; then it settles down on your 
jaw and fills itself with your precious 
blood, leaving its poison in your veins. 

Messrs. Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem 
did not take singing lessons from the mos- 
quito, but they filled the air with de- 


risive laughter when Nehemiah began 


to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and 
Tobiah in a gust of sarcasm cried out: 
“Why their building is so poor that even 
a fox climbing upon it would shake it 
down! Oh, ho, ho, ho!” Foxy Tobiah; 
how cute was he! 

But Nehemiah had an infallible insecti- 
cide It was prayer. “Hear, O our God; 
for we are despised: and turn their re- 
proach upon their own head.” And how 
wonderfully the Lord answered that 
prayer; but not until He had further 
tested Nehemiah and his builders. The 
three “Mosquitoes,” seeing that the walls 
were really being built securely and the 
gaps were actually closed, were furi- 
ously angry, and they proceeded to or- 
ganize an assault upon the walls to break 
them down. But again there was pre- 
vailing prayer. “Nevertheless,” says Ne- 
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hemiah, “we made our prayer unto our 
God, and set a wateh against them day 
and night, because of them.” 

Then the “Mosquitoes” persuaded some 
of the Jews who lived outside the city 
to “inform” Nehemiah that the attacks 
would be very heavy; that the enemy 
would come in upon them from every 
direction. Ten times they persistently 
came with the report. But Nehemiah 
only prayed and strengthened his forces, 
He divided the workers into two bands, 
one band armed to watch and to defend, 
the other to do the work: and even the 
workers were equipped with a tool in 
one hand and a weapon in the other. 
Thus the “Mosquitoes,” being balked in 
that effort, resorted to subtlety. They 
sent word to Nehemiah to come out and 
“let’s talk the matter over in a friendly 
sort of way.” But Nehemiah knew it 
was a ruse to slay him, so he sent a 
messenger, saying to the “Mosquitoes,” 
I am doing a great work, so that I can- 
not come down: why should the work 
cease whilst I leave it and come down 
to you?” So that failed, and the “Mos- 
quitoes” changed their tactics to some- 
thing even more subtle. 

They. started a “fifth column” move- 
ment inside the city. One Shemaiah, 
supposedly a friend of Nehemiah, was 
hired to counsel with Nehemiah, saying, 
“Let us meet together in the house of 
God, within the temple ... for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the night 
will they come to slay thee.” But Nehe- 
miah answered, “Should such a man as 
I flee? and who is there, that, being 
as I am; would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.” Then 
Nehemiah said: “And, lo, I perceived 
that God had not sent him; but that -he 
pronounced this prophecy against me: 
for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 
Therefore was he hired, that I should 
be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that 
they might have matter for an evil re- 
port, that they might reproach me” (Neh. 
6: 1-14). 

And the record is: “So the wall was 
finished in the twenty and fifth day of 
the month Elul, in fifty and two days” 
(v. 15). 

Fellows, Nehemiah is one of God’s 
great examples of courage, faith, and 
prayer. You can be that, too. 

Aucusta, GA, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Wuat Makes A REAL LEADER 


HE Book of Nehemiah starts about 
forty years after Zechariah had 
ended his prophecy. 
Nehemiah was an Israelite, but he had 
a fine position in ‘the palace of King 
Artaxerxes. He was the king’s cup- 
bearer. This meant that he had excel- 
lent food and fine clothing. It was the 
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duty of the cupbearer to wait upon the 
king and to appear happy and cheerful 
at all times. The king chose the most 
handsome and capable young man he 
could find to be his personal attendant. 

One day Nehemiah’s brother Hanani 
and some other Jews came back to the 
capital from Jerusalem. Nehemiah 
asked them about conditions in Jeru- 
salem. They replied: “The Jews there 
are treated with contempt. The walls 
of the city have been broken down, and 
the gates burned with fire.” 

When Nehemiah heard this he sat 
down and wept. He mourned and fasted 
and prayed. Let us read his prayer to- 
gether (chap. 1:5-11), 

Notice he asked the Lord to make the 
king grant his request. What do you 
think his request was going to be? To 
get a raise in pay? Nc, he was going 
to ask permission to leave his nice posi- 
tion, his palace home, his good food, and 
every comfort, to take the long, dan- 
gerous journey to Jerusalem so that he 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for May 2 


might toil there rebuilding the broken 
walls. 

Read verses 1 and 2 of chapter 2. Why 
do you think Nehemiah was sore afraid 
when the king accused him of being 
sorrowful? He knew he could be killed 
for not appearing happy. King Arta- 
xerxes was an absolute monarch, and if 
he were displeased he had only to order, 
“Off with his head,” and Nehemiah 
would have been killed immediately. 

However, Nehemiah answered the 
king, “How can I be happy when Jeru- 
salem, the city of my fathers, is in ruin?” 

King Artaxerxes said, “For what dost 
thou make request?” 

Instantly Nehemiah sent a prayer to 
Heaven. Then he replied, “That thou 
wouldest send me home to build the 
city.” 

The king gave him permission to go. 
How do you think that came about? 
Then Nehemiah asked the king for a 
letter of safe conduct and another one 
to the keeper of the king’s forest asking 
him to give Nehemiah timber for the 
work of building. The king granted 
him all that he asked and also sent an 
escort of soldiers to see that Nehemiah 
arrived safely. 

When Nehemiah reached Jerusalem, 
he went out at night to view the broken 
walls of the city. He saw how bad 
everything was. Then he called the peo- 
ple together and téid them how God had 
answered his prayer and even made the 
king grant him lumber from his own 
forest. Then all the Jews said, “Let us 

‘rise up and build.” 

The enemies of the Lord led by San- 
ballat, and his servant Tobiah, and 
Geshem the Arabian tried to discourage 
Nehemiah and his helpers. How did 
Nehemiah answer them? (chap. 2:20.) 

Chapter 3 gives us the names of the 
workmen and the part each had in build- 
ing. It reminds us of the book the Lord 
keeps about our service for Him. Notice 
what a personal interest Nehemiah took 
in the workmen. For instance, he says 
of one man that he “earnestly, repaired” 
his part of the wall, 

Sanballat and Tobiah kept on making 
fun of the builders. Let us read chapter 
4:1-6 together. Tobiah said even a fox 
could knock down ‘what they were 
building. Instead of answering back or 
quitting, Nehemiah prayed. 

Since their enemies could not laugh 
them out of their service for the Lord, 
they tried force. But the builders would 
not stop work even to fight. They set 
men to watch day agd night and the rest 
kept right on building. 

The enemies next decided to creep up 
on the workmen from behind the rubbish 
piles and kill them. Chapter 4:13, 14 
gives Nehemiah’s encouragement to the 
builders and his preparation for the at- 
tack. 

When the enemies found out their 
plans were known and the Jews were 

all ready for them, they gave up that 
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attempt. But after that Nehemiah had 
half of the men holding spears and the 
other half working. They worked every 
day from dawn till the stars appeared. 
They were so anxious to forward the 
work that they did not even undress at 
night. They just lay down exhausted 
to snatch a few hours sleep and then 
were up and at it again. 

Although Nehemiah was the gover- 
nor for twelve years he did not take 
one cent of money for his work He 
supported himself and a good many 
others, yet he worked right along with 
the people. 

Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem thought 
that if they could just kill Nehemiah 
the work would stop. So they pretended 
to be friendly, asking Nehemiah to come 
and talk things over with them. But 
they were really intending to assassinate 
him as soon as he appeared. Read Ne- 
hemiah’s answer in chapter. 6:3, 

Then Sanballat made another attempt 
to frighten Nehemiah from the work. 
He sent a servant to him with an open 
letter which made a very serious charge 
against Nehemiah. It stated that he 
was building the city of Jerusalem so 
that he might rebel against the king 
and be king of the Jews himself. Ne- 
hemiah knew that if this were believed 
at headquarters he would be killed, but 
he just sent back word that this charge 
was not true, prayed to God, and kept 
on working. 

Sanballat hired another nran to pre- 
tend to be Nehemiah’s friend and to 
urge him to hide in the Temple at night 
so that his enemies could not kill him, 
Nehemiah realized that it was not fitting 
for the leader to hide. Moreover, he 
saw that God had not sent this man. It 
was only another scheme to get him 
somewhere alone so that they could kill 
him, . 

In spite of all that the enemies could 
do, the work was completed. Read the 
grand climax in chapter 6:15, 16. The 
walls were finished. The Lord’s people 
rejoiced. Even Satan’s followers real- 
ized that God had been back of the 
work, 

Nehemiah was a splendid,leader. The 
work he set out to do was accomplished. 
Why was that? He was tremendously in 
earnest. He was willing to sacrifice all 
he had to get the job done. He worked 
right with the others, although he was 
the governor, and the one who had di- 
rected everything. He was unselfish, 
never asking for any pay. He was faith- 
ful. He did not stop for ridicule, vio- 
lent opposition, false accusation, fear 
of assassination, or anything else. Last 
but not least, he was a man of prayer. 
He called on the Lord constantly and 
consulted Him about everything. 

God grant that each one of us may 
be a leader for Him. Oh, how we need 
leaders like Nehemiah today ! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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FEED THE 
HUNGRY 


During my recent visit to 
Europe as General Secretary of 
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC., I looked into 
the faces of weary and hungry 
people in desperate need of food, 
clothing, shelter, and the barest 
essentials of life. 


And yet their pathetic hunger 
for the Word of God, the spiritua! 
starvation of a people who sit in 
darkness and despair, this is what 
grips and burdens the hearts of 
Christians. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC., is laboring 
among the disinherited, uprooted, 
and displaced Jewish remnant in 
Europe, as well as in every part 
of the world. Thousands of par- 
cels of food and clothing are sent 
to the needy to alleviate their 
distress. 

Our missionaries and represent- 
ativesin Poland, Germany, France, 
Belgium, England, North Africa, 
Palestine, and the United States 
witness to them concerning Christ, 
bringing faith and new hope and 
comfort into many a darkened 
and tragic life. 


$10.00 will supply a family of 
four with essential food to keep 
them from starving for one week. 


$50.00 will make possible a 
Christian testimony among these 
people for a month. 


Wiil you help them in the hour 
of their great affliction for His 
sake? 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Buliding 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: ” 
REV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly ‘bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request, 
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Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, President 


Write for catalogue 








TOCCOA FALLS 








INSTITUTE 


SUMMER SCHOOL CAMP 


High School and Bible College Work 
10 weeks beginning June 7, 1948 


Room, Board, and Tuition, only $100 
for the entire 10 weeks. 











Campus of 1100 acres in the beauty 
spot of Georgia. Approved for vet- 
erans. The school “Where Character 
is Developed with Intellect.” 


Full details free. Write Today 


DR. R. A. FORREST, President 
Toccoa Falls, Georgia 














BIBLE STUDY BLESSING! 


Brooks Bible Work Books 


Open up the hidden wonders of the Word... . 
Bring rich blessings to both Christians and the 
saved. 


This enticing, practical Bible study system 
devised by Dr. Keith L. Brooks, is guiding 
thousands into richer spiritual experience, 
Blank spaces for answers obtained from given 
Bible references to leading questions. Ideal 
for group or individual study. Get started 
NOW. ... Teach others. Order samples today 
atrates below. Special class rates on request. 


5 “Beginner” Courses 


Young Believer’s Bible Work - - -~ - 
Heart of John’s Gospel- - - - 

Junior Bible Work ._ es © « 
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Bible Marking Course -— - . 
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Gospel of Luke 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Working Together (Neh. 4:6-9, 15-20) 


EARS had passed since Haggai en- 

couraged the people to build the 
Temple, and Zechariah had his visions. 
In Jerusalem things were at a standstill 
again. Though the Temple and some 
homes were:fixed up, the city walls were 
heaps of ruins as they had been left 
when Nebuchadnezzar’s army destroyed 
the city so long before. 


In the palace of the king who ruled 


all the countries at that time was a 
Jew named Nehemiah, the king’s cup- 
bearer; that is, he tasted the wine to be 
sure it was good and not poisoned, and 
then passed the cup to the king to drink. 
When Nehemiah heard that some Jews 
had come from Jerusalem, he asked them 
how the people were getting on there. 
The answer was: “They are in great 
trouble. The wall of the city is broken 
down, and the gates are burned up.” 
When Nehemiah heard these words, he 
was very sad. For many days he prayed, 
begging God to forgive the people for 
their sins, and bring them back to their 
country according to His promise. How- 
ever, Nehemiah tried to be cheerful and 
happy when he was waiting on the king, 
for it would not be polite to be gloomy 
in the presence of such a great person. 

But one day, even before the king and 
queen, he looked sad. As he passed the 
king his cup, the king said: “Why do 
you look sad? You aren’t sick. You 
must have something on your mind.” 
Nehemiah was afraid. But he told the 
truth. “Why shouldn’t I be sad when 
the place where my people lived and 
are buried is all ruined, and its gates 
burned up?” Then the king said, “What 
would you like to do about it?” Nehe- 
miah sent up a prayer to God, and an- 
swered the king, “If you are willing, let 
me go to Jerusalem and rebuild it.” 
The king gave his permission, and ar- 
rangements were made. 

, When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, 
he stirred the people to build the oity 
again. They started off fine. Each town 
or family took’ a section of the wall to 
build. Good stones were saved from 
the old ruins, the mess cleared away, 
and stones and mortar were fast rising 
tier on tier to make a wall. There were 
great gates to build, too, with locks 
and bars. Their enemies made fun. 
Said one, “Going to get it all done in 
one day, are they?” Another laughed, 
“Yes, even if a fox jumped over it, he 
would knock it down !” 

Soon the wall was built halfway up, 
for “the people had a mind to work” 
(Neh, 4:5, Memory Verse). When their 
enemies found out that the walls were 
really going up, they decided to make 
a surprise attack and stop them. But 
someone brought word of their plans. 
So prayer was made to God, and watch- 
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men set day and night. When the ene- 
mies heard that the Jews knew their 
plans, they gave up the attack. How- 
ever, after that, Nehemiah had half of 
his own servants stop working on the 
wall and hold spears and shields, bows 
and arrows, ready to fight any minute. 
And those who were at work, whether 
carrying stone, or building walls, worked 
with one hand, and had the other on 
their weapons, or a sword at their side, 
As the men were scattered all along the 
great city wall, Nehemiah had a man 
with a trumpet near him, and gave or- 
ders for everyone to gather’ wherever 
they heard the trumpet, if an alarm 
should be sounded. 

The enemies tried several different 
tricks to catch Nehemiah, but always, 
because he trusted God, he was able to 
keep out of the enemy’s hands. And in 
fifty-two days the walls were finished. 
Even their heathen enemies could see 
that God had worked for the Jews. 

How is your class getting along with 
the work you started two weeks ago? 
Draw a wall with dotted lines. Write 
the names of individuals and their as- 
signments on different sections. Color 
the wall as fast as achievements are at- 
tained from week to week, 

Orono, MAINE. ‘ 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Friends York Together (Neh. 4:6, 16-18) 


EHEMIAH is our book for today, and 
we will put a hammer and a sword 
on the orange strip in our rainbow. Nehe- 


-miah is another man who had a job given 


him by God. Fourteen years after Ezra 
went back to Jerusalem with 50,000 
people, Nehemiah was so burdened about 
Jerusalem that he went before King 
Artaxerxes, whom he served, with such 
a sad face that the king asked him what 
was the matter with him. He told him 
it was because the city of Jerusalem 
was such a ruin, with the walls burnt 
with fire. Once again, as with Cyrus, 
king of Persia, God moved the heart of 
the king, and he sent Nehemiah with 
letters to the keeper of the king’s forest, 
to get them all the timbers they would 
need for building the walls and the gates 
of Jerusalem. The king sent soldiers 
along as a guard, and sent letters to 
governors of countries they must pass 
through, so they had a safe journey all 
the way to Jerusalem. 

When they got there, Nehemiah arose 
in the night and went out and rode 
around the city, to see all the damage 
done. It was a sad sight. The walls were 
down, and rubble and burned gates 
would have to be cleared away. When 
Nehemiah told the men who were in 
Jerusalem what he had come to do, most 
of them went to work to help him. 

But there were some men around Jeru- 
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salem who didn’t want the city rebuilt. 
They wanted it left in ruins, for they 
were afraid of the Jews when they had 
a strong city, so they made fun of Nehe- 
miah. 


Do you know how he answered them? 
He prayed to God and didn’t answer 
them. Then they got together and were 
going to fight him, but he still prayed to 
God, and set a watch so they could not 
surprise them. Then some of the men 
who were working on the wall got dis- 
couraged, and they said there was too 
much rubbish, and the enemies were 
going to come on them and fight. You 
know how discouraged people get some- 
times. Nehemiah told them their God 
was greater than their enemies, and then 
he thought of a good plan. Every man 
who was working on the wall held a 
weapon in one hand and a tool in the 
other. Or he had his sword strapped by 
his side while he hammered and sawed. 
So no matter when the enemy might 
come, they were ready for them. Also, 
Nehemiah made a rule that whenever 
an enemy came, the men were to blow 
the trumpet, and all the men from other 
parts of the wall, who heard the trum- 
pet, were to run to help them. 


What a job that was! But they kept 
at it, all working together, and in fifty- 
two days, it was finished. How happy 
they were, though there was yet so much 
to do. Only the Temple and the wall 
were built. The houses were not built. 
But they had learned that if they worked 
together as friends, and prayed to God 
for guidance, they could do great things. 


And that is what we should learn from 
this lesson story. When. God’s children 
work together without quarreling, they 
can do wonderful things for Him. When 
all your Sunday school work together, 
telling the children about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, trying to get other children to 
come and hear this story of salvation, 
God blesses them. But when somebody 
begins to think about self and whether 
they are being treated right, then trouble 
begins, and God cannot bless as He 
wishes. 

This is true of families, too. Where 
father and mother and children all work 
together, and pray each day to God to 
lead them and guide them, everything 
goes well. Of course they have trials 
and troubles, as all people do, but the 
Lord saves them through it all, and He 
gives them peace and joy, even in 
sorrow. 

If your home is not happy, try asking 
God each morning what you can do to 
make it happier. Just one person in a 
home can change it, if God is working 
through him. Try it. 

FELTON, CALIF, 


we 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 


illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. , 


Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip: from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers-are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Time To Fire.—So built we the wall; 
... for the people had a mind to work 
(Neh. 4:6, Golden Text). “One day,” 
says Charles Stelzle, “a particularly 
clever plan with regard to Sunday school 
work was suggested to D. L. Moody by 
a man in his Bible class. ‘What do you 
think about this?’ Mr, Moody asked the 
superintendent of the school. ‘Why, 
we’ve been aiming to do that for two 
years,’ replied the superintendent. “Don’t 
you think it is about time you fired?’ 
laughed Mr. Moody.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Strrey, Eng. 


Why God Stood By Them.—Hear, O 
our God; for we are despised (Neh. 4: 
4). Many of the members of, the Sioux 
delegation that went from the Dakotas 
to Washington to plead for their reser- 
vation rights were professed Christians. 
This being the case, they felt that they 
had a right to trust in God to protect 
them. It was a lease question, and mis- 
sionaries had sent on representations of 
the justice and righteousness of their 
cause, as against the white men who 
were trying to wrest their lands from 
them, but it was, as one of the members 
said, a “life-or-death matter.” When 
they returned to Standing Rock Reserva- 
tion, old Chief Thunder-Hawk told the 
secret of their confidence. He said, “All 
the time we were in Washington I 
prayed that God would help us ta@ win 
our case, and take us safely home again, 
and He answered both my prayers.” 
Then a young chief added: “It was a 
battle between right and wrong, good 
and evil. We wanted God to stand by 
us, so we stood with God.’—From the 
Baptist Teacher. Sent by Mrs, S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


The Firstly, Secondly, and: Thirdly of 
Perseverance.—So built we the wall 
(Neh. 4:6).—A Negro preacher who was 
asked to define Christian perseverance 
answered, “It means firstly, to take hold; 
secondly, to hold on; thirdly and lastly, 
to nebber leave go.”"—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can.; and E, M. James, Toronto, 
Can, 


Pray —and Pass the Buckets.—I éven 
set the people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their 
bows (Neh. 4:13). D. L. Moody was 
pious, .yet practical, spiritual, and sane, 
Amid all his multitudinous cares and re- 
sponsibilities he had a poise and a bal- 
ance delightful to witness. An evidence 
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“Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, thet my 


house may be filled.’’ —LUKE 14:23 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


Extending your message beyond 
the pew is a most effective means 
of bringing non-members within 
the beneficent influence of your 
church... 


Let the glorious peals of Schulmer- 
ich Carillonic Bells become your 
church’s beyond-the-pew voice, for 
these marvelous Bells can easily 
carry sonorous messages of wel- 
come, faith and hope to the farthest 
reaches of your community. 


Aninvaluableasset for your church, 
Schulmerich Carillonic Bells are 
famed for their superb brilliance, 
for their perfectly balanced to- 
nalities. Uniquely compact, these 
Bells can be installed in * your 
present church tower without elab- 
orate structural changes. Flexible, 
they may be played either auto- 
matically or from a conveniently 
located keyboard. 


For full information 
write for our new 
brochure ‘The Sweet- 
est Music Ever Tolled” 
Address Dept. ST.84 








CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS-SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS: CHURCH BEARING ABS 
SELLERSVILLE. PA. 
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of this is to be found in one of his jour- 
neys across the Atlantic, when a fire 
broke out in the hold of the ship. The 
crew and some volunteers stood in line 
to pass buckets of water. A friend said 
to him, “Mr, Moody, let us go to the 
other end of the ship and engage in 
prayer.” The common-sense evangelist 
replied, “Nd sir. We stand right here 
and pass the buckets, and pray hard all 
the time.” How like Moody! He be- 
lieved that prayer and practice were like 
a person’s two hands.—From Herbert 
Lockyer, in the Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Trust—and High Prices—Be not ye 
afraid . .. remember the Lord (Neh, 4: 
14). Leader of the West China Evan- 
gelistic Band, Archdeacon Donnithorne, 
describes an encounter with a rather 
anxious Chinese woman who had re- 


cently received salvation. He asked 
what was the matter. “Oh!” she said, 
“look at the cost of rice! It’s $20 a 


bushel, and they tell me that before 
long it will go up to $30; and if it does 
I shall be dead.” “Well, you believe in 
Jesus, don’t you?” he asked. “Oh, yes,” 
she said, “? truly believe in Him.” “Then 
listen: if rice goes up to $100, you need 
not worry, He will look after you. Only 
trust Him.” Soon after he saw her again, 
looking very well. Had she eaten any- 
thing that morning? Oh, yes, she had 
eaten well—rice and vegetables. Well, 
what was the price of rice now? One 
hundred dollars a bushel! And what a 
nice new gown she had on. Yes, and 
the stuff cost seventy cents a foot. Did 
she remember, he asked, what he’d said 
to her when last they met. “Yes,” she 
said. “Well, what do you say now?” 
“That our Lord is great, and I am a 
stupid old woman.”—From the Life of 
Fait Sent by E, Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Suss€x, Eng. 


The Hole Needs To Be Fixed, Too.— 
So the wall was finished (Neh. 6:15). 
A story is told of a father who took his 
boy on his knee and told him the story 
of the lost sheep: how it found a hole 
in the fence and crawled through; how 
glad it was to get away; how it skipped 
and played in the sunshine until it wan- 
dered so far that it could not find its 
way back home, And then he told him 
of the wolf that chased the sheep, and 
how, finally, the good shepherd came and 
rescued it, and carried it back to the fold, 
The little boy was greatly interested, 
and when the story was over, he sur- 
prised his father by asking, “Did they 
nail up the hole in the fence?” How 
often we overlook the “hole in the 
fence”!—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


The Need for “Holders-On.”—So we 
laboured in the work: and half of them 
held the spears from the rising eof the 
morning till the stars appeared (Neh. 4: 
21). A British white book on labor con- 
ditions in the shipyards mentions two 
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classes of workmen whom it calls “‘riv- 
eters” and “holders-on.” The riveters, we 
know well, for the iterant blows of the 
pneumatic hammer ring out from every 
new building that thrusts its steel skel- 
eton against the sky. His note is that of 
the woodpecker, magnified a million 
times. The holder-on, whose pincers 
grip the red-hot iron and hold it steady, 
must be his silent and unnoticed mate. 
These two smiths stand for two classes 
of people we meet everywhere — those 
who are active and noisy that someone 
might think that they were doing all the 
work unassisted, and the “holders-on,” 
who make no fuss, but are always to be 
depended on to be in their places, who 
meet their full responsibility, and who 
are really needed to make effective the 
energy of the “riveters.” Pastors and 
Sunday school superintendents are al- 
ways on the lookout for teachers who 
can be classified as “holders-on.”—From 
the Illustrator. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 348) 


1. (@& Both had a great love for Jeru- 
salem; (b) both were men of prayer; (c) 
both included themselves in confession of 
sin; (d) both were in great favor with 
heathen kings. 


2. (a) Daniel was an officer of state, while 
Nehemiah was. a favorite household servant; 
(b) Daniel was a man of peace, while Nehe- 
miah had a long series of ‘contentions. 


3. (a) About 12 or 13 years; (b) about 92 
years. 


4. Ezra’s mission was primarily religious, 
to establish the service of the Temple, and 
to teach the Law; Nehemiah’s was primarily 
political, to build the wall and order the 
government. 


5. See Ezra 8:21-23 and Nehemiah 2:9. 


6. Eight times (Neh. 2:10, 19; 4:1-3, 7, 8; 
6:1-7, 10-12, 17-19; 13:4-8). 


7. Praying (4:9); watching (v. 9); working 
(v. 18). 


8. Insinuations (2:19); scorn (4:3); threats 
(v. 8); blackmail (6:6, 7); plot (vs. 10-12); 
fifth column (v. 17). Read “Screwtape 
Letters,” by C. S. Lewis. 


9. Slackness (3:5); oppression (5:1-5); 
withholding of the title (13:10-12); sab- 
bath-breaking (vs. 15-17); mixed marriages 
(vs. 23-28). 


10. See 6:15, 16. 
ve 


If the Teacher Were a Pastor 
(Continued from page 346) 


Such prayer will echo the petitions of 
Christ: “I pray for them ... thou 
hast given me... that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil... .I have de- 
clared unto them thy name, and wiil 
declare it: that the love wherewith thou 
hast loved me may be in them” (John 
17). Yes, the supreme desire of the 
teacher who recognizes the pastoral 
nature of his calling will be for the sal- 
vation of all the members of his class. 

The pastor of a certain church had 
finished an impassioned évangelistic 


———— 
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A Daily Vacation Bible School Plan 


COMPLETE to the Last Detail 


Here’s ‘‘All You Need For Your 1948 Vacation Bible 
School”! You’ve never seen a Vacation School 
course that meets every one of your needs so com- 
pletely. Scripture Press Lessons for 1948 include 
everything—Bible study ... worship . . . handwork 
... songs... recreation ... memory work ... visual 
aids. 

Every step of your teaching program is clearly out- 
lined in your Teacher’s Manual. Every phase of the 
day’s study and activity is carefully tied in with 
the one big objective for that day ... and it’s all 
BIBLE-CENTERED! 


You don’t dare wait another day to get started on ‘ 
your 1948 Daily Vacation Bible School. You've just 
barely enough time to get everything properly 
organized. So place your order TODAY. Or if you 
haven’t received-your copy of “All You Need For 
Your 1948 Vacation Bible School,” mail this coupon 
right away. 






“All You Need Fer Your 
1948 Vacation Bible School.” 
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Scripture Press\ -"" 
434 SOUTH WABASH AVE. \ wy OS loom 
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FREE . 


to any Evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday School 
or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of “A SPIRIT- 
UAL LIGHT SWITCH” for each family in his congregation 
providing he will agree to give a talk on TITHING 
before distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to 


TITHER incia'ts: Caiitornia 














A Very Effective Tract 


15¢ per dozen—$1.00 per 100 
At Your Local Bible Book Store 


THE BIBLE CRUSADERS 
P. O. Box 777, Seattle, Washington 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


message. At first no one responded to 
his invitation to come to the chancel 
rail for prayer. Then the congregation 
was amazed to see a young woman rise 
from a pew at the rear of the church, 
and walk slowly toward the minister. 
Surely there could be nothing in her 
life which needed to be openly con- 
fessed. She was one of the most faith- 
ful teachers in the Bible school! Yet 
there she was now, standing at the front 
of the church, her body visibly shaken 
by sobs. The minister reached out as 
if to take her hand, but she seemed not 
to see. “O God! O God!” she almost 
shouted, “Save my girls for Jesus’ 
sake!” The next instant her head rested 
humbly in her hands, as-she knelt at 
the chancel. 

She was alone, but not for long. A 
girl literally ran down the aisle to kneel 
beside her; then another came more 
quietly, followed by two more; and still 
another, and another, until ten girls of 
early college age knelt beside their 
teacher, in humble acceptance of Christ 
as their Saviour! 


Think of what would happen if every 














14 evangelists in the field now 


Fuller Evangelistic Foundation 











AN EVANGELIST FOR YOUR CHURCH 
CAN BE SUPPLIED BY 


FULLER EVANGELISTIC FOUNDATION 


CHARLES E. FULLER, President 


3014 conversions reported 
Demands increasing for Fuller Foundation evangelists. Write 


Evangelistic Department 


180 campaigns conducted in 1947 


Box 989, Pasadena 20, California 























LIP . Lesson 





FOR YOUR FLANNELBOARD 


FEATURING 





q No. 3. 








Resurrection Morn 
The Shepherd Psalm 
The First Christmas 
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TEN Stories to a Set—$2.50 per Set 
ATTRACTIVE art work—Beautifully colored 
ON FLANNELBLOT paper—cCut out and use 
THE CREATION AND OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
No. 1. Creation Through Jacob, 10 lessons—$2.50. 
No. 2. o- Through Elijah, 10 lessons—$2.50. 
lijah to Life of Christ, 10 lessons—$2.50. 
THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
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D-Day in Egypt 
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The Way Beyond the Moon 
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Bible school in our land would insist 
upon its teachers possessing a definite 
Christian experience, a call from God to 
their work as a pastoral ministry, and 
a working knowledge of the contents of 
the Bible! True, it might mean the 
decimation of some teaching staffs, but 
that would be gain, not loss. Every un- 
saved, incompetent teacher, not called to 
the work and, therefore, unconscious of 
its sacred nature, is a Babylonish gar- 
ment and a wedge of gold in the church 
camp. 


The ultimate result would certainly be 
a revival in which souls would be saved 
and the onrushing tide of modernistic 
unbelief effectively stopped. 


MONESSEN, Pa, 
ve 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 2 


2. Consider a Full-Time Christian 
Vocation! (Matt. 28:19, 20; 
Eph. 4:1-7, 11-16) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE first Scripture portion chosen 

for this week is often called the Great 
Commission. It was given to all believers, 
notsmerely to a few specially equipped 
or trained ones. We overlook this some- 
times in thinking about choosing a vo- 
cation. 


‘ We saw last week that the vocation 
of a Christian is not a matter of his 
choice, but of finding out God’s choice, 
In considering full-time Christian serv- 
ice, we must go a step further and 
see that God has called every be- 
liéver to “go.” Only when he counter- 
mands this order by specifically telling 
us to stay, have we any right to consider 
other than full-time service. He has 
commanded all to be witnesses, and 
ambassadors, and preachers (Luke 24: 
47, 48; 2 Cor. 5:19, 20; Mark 16:15). 
Whether we are to carry out His com- 
mission in full-time service or in part 
time is to be at His direction and under 
His guidance. 
p 4 


On the other hand, it should be noted 
from the third Scripture portion assigned 
for this week, Ephesians 4:11 to 16, that 
all believers are not called to the same 
identical work. It is obvious that all 
cannot go to the foreign mission field in 
full-time service, or that all cannot enter 
the ministry, but the Holy Spirit endues 
the various members of the body of 
Christ. with such spiritual gifts or 
abilities as He will (1 Cor. 12:8-28). 
In the eyes of men, some of these seem 
to be of lesser importance than others, 

















- 
- 














——— 











Lesson for May 2 


but, in God’s sight, all are equally im- 
portant and each member contributes 
to the whole and to other members that 
which will make their work more effec- 
tive and productive. God may not have 
particularly gifted you as an evangelist, 
but you may have distinctive and im- 
portant gifts as a teacher of the Word. 
To others God may have given the 
special ability to serve as pastors, or 
shepherds, in His church. Such ones 
sometimes are not able to sway great 
crowds by their preaching, but, by their 
constant and faithful care of the flock 
entrusted to them, they may contribute 
just as important a service as some 
other believer whose work ‘may be more 
spectacular, 
ye 


We need to keep constantly before us 
the great truth that the one who made 
us and who has equipped us knows in- 
finitely better than we do just what 
particular service we are best equipped 
to do. He had that particular service 
in mind when He gave us the gifts and 
abilities that we possess (Eph. 2:10). 
Our first move, therefore, should be to 
go to Him, and ask Him to reveal to us 
and in us His perfect will, putting into 
His hands all our plans and ambitions 
and desires, and everything that we have, 
and relying on Him to fulfill His promise 
of grace for whatever place He has as- 
signed to us (Eph. 4:7). 


se 


There may be apparent or very real 
obstacles in the way of full-time Chris- 
tian service for us, but these in them- 
selves are no indications that God does 
not want us in full-time service. Moses 
had the very real hindrance of an im- 
pediment in or slowness of speech. But 
God called him and used him in spite 
of this. David was a mere shepherd 
lad, but God called him to become the 
leader and head of his people. Amos 
was a herdsman and vine dresser when 
God’s call came to him. Of the twelve 
apostles, few were ones that we would 
have chosen for ‘the great service God 
had for them. 

Just so, the lack of ability or the seeme 
ingly impossible situation that you may 
see as a barrier today may not be one 
at all when you are willing to give God 
a chance to undertake and to do with 
you what He wants to do. What He 
asks of you at this particular moment 
is not some special ability or freedom 
from all material or physical hindrances, 
He can supply the ability and can ree 
move any hindrances that need to be 
taken out of the way. What He asks 
of you now, first of all, is faith in Him 
as your Saviour and Lord, and a willing- 
ness to do His will, at any cost, the 
moment you know what is His will 
Have you given Him what He asks? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry. cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world-- 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Ilinois 
; Interdenominational—A Work of Faith 


A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by offerings. 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
TIMEs. 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times, 





Dr. Byram and his 





‘ . . i P e ; 
Manchuria. Right, a | 
group of Arabian |; 
women and children 
interested in the 
Gospel. 


Chew Kee Chull, Korean Martyr 


Condensed from “BIBLICAL MISSIONS” 


One of the bravest of the score 
or more Korean ordained ministers 
who gave their lives rather than 
deny Christ at the Shinto Shrine, 
Chew Kee Chull came from a non- 
Christian home. But taking Christ 
as Saviour, then as Lord, his entire 
life was changed. Graduating from 
the Theological Seminary at Pyeng- 
yang, Korea, he was called.to the 
large Fourth Presbyterian Church in 
Pyengyang. This was in 1937, when 
the Japanese ‘State Shinto question 
already had become acute. 


He had hardly assumed his new 
duties when the Japanese authorities 
demanded that he and his people do 
‘obeisance at the Shrine. Mr. Chew 
\declined, and his church endorsed 
ibis stand. Whereupon he and his 


assistant pastor were arrested and 


_ lodged in prison. At a conference 


with the police, every argument ofh- 
cials and renegade elders could use 
was brought to bear for several days. 
Mr. Chew not only still refused, but 
rebuked his former friends for their ° 
unfaithfulness to their Lord. 


Seized for the third time, he was 
subjected to indescribable barbarities. 
Ordered by police to urge him to 
yield, his heroic wife replied: “I will 
urge him to remain true to Christ if 
he is killed for it.” Mr. Chew had 
often prayed: “Oh my Lord, please 
call me to thy bosom soon.” On 
April 21, 1944, his prayer was granted. 
Thus triumphantly was translated this true 
witness who, through six tortured years, 
loved not his life unto the death! 


If you are secking a foreign board loyal to the great commission and 
to the Scriptures as the Word of Gcd, we invite you to correspond 


direct with the General Secretary. 


I. Independent Board 





151-T Maplewood Avenue 









for PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Philadelphia 44, Pa., U.S.A. 
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FULL SCHOLASTIC PROGRAM... 
PLUS WARM CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


heaton 


Summer School offers rtuni- 
ties for atudy not available during 
regular year. Graduate offerings in 
theology and Christian education. Special courses for pastors, teachers, and Christian 
workers. Features of Inter-Session include Institutes on Missionary Literature and on 
Audio-Visual Aids. Early application advised 

June 15—25 Inter-Session and Christian Workers’ Institute 

June 26—July 23 First 4-Week Term of Summer School 

July 24—August 20 Second 4-Week Term 
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Persecution 
(Continued from second page) 


suffering to come. If it is God’s will, 
who has a right to object? From pa- 
tience stems experience and hope. 

“Who comforteth us in all our trib- 
ulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:4, 5). Only 
as a Christian passes through tribulation 
can he ever hope to be able to console 
a brother who is experiencing hardship. 
It better equips a person to work for the 
Lord. 

“Therefore I take pleasure in infirm- 
ities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per- 
secutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: 
for when I am weak, then am I strong” 
(2 Cor. 12:10). This is the most glo- 
rious result of persecution. Happy is the 
man who realizes through suffering that 
he, in himself, is weak, and that Christ 
is his strength. Peaceful is the Chris- 
tian who hears Christ say, “My grace 
is’ sufficient for thee: for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor, 12: 
9). 

The: rewards received for being per- 
secuted for Christ’s sake far outweigh 
the sufferings. “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 
8:18). The Christian can always rest 
in the quiet confidence that the time of 
suffering at the most is very brief, and 
soon he will have the unspeakable priv- 
ilege of reigning with Christ (2 Tim. 
2:12). 

What is needed in the Church today 
is a fearless force of Christians who will 
look upon persecution for Christ’s sake 
as a privilege, Christians who really 
believe Christ’s words when He said, “I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”; 
Christians who love Him enough to take 
no thought for themselves in making 
Him known. 

we 


Cain’s and Abel’s Sacrifices 
(Continued from second page) 
the Lord’ (Prov. 15:9), and ‘it is iniquity, 
even their solemn meeting’ (Isa. 1:13), 
there is no evidence that Cain must, 
at this time, be ranked in such a class. 
He not only observed the stated seasons 
of religion, but, in the opinion of Faber 
ahd many others, must have been a man 
of exemplary conduct, as nothing but 
the consciousness of high moral recti- 
tude could have sustained him in the 
settled opinion that, having been’ guilty 
of no moral crime or social offence, he 
stood in need of no expiatory sacrifice. 
Passing from this in the meantime, the 
whole tenor, if not the express terms 
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of the narrative, leads us directly to 
look for the reason of the acceptableness 
of the one and the non-acceptableness 
of the other offering in the character 
of their oblations, and in the temper or 
motives of the brothers in presenting 
them. The one offering wanted that 
which constituted the other, ‘a more 
excellent sacrifice’ (Heb. 11:4); and as 
the deficiency did not originate either 
in accident or in ignorance, for both 
enjoyed the best opportunities of learn- 
ing from the lips of their parents the 
appointed method of worship, it must 
have arisen from design —a ‘settled and 
deliberate purpose on the part of Cain 
to discard the idea of an animal sacri- 
fice. Accordingly, the apostle expressly 
states that Abel presented his oblation 
in faith; and as faith implies a previous 
revelation, no conceivable reason can be 
assigned for the acceptance of his sac- 
rifice, except that the additional blood 
offering he brought was made in accord- 
ance with a known declaration of the 
Divine Will, and was a rite instituted 
by God to typify the work of the prom- 
ised Redeemer. In observing this rite 
with pious fidelity, he came before the 
Lord in the character of a sinful crea- 
ture, expressing a deep sense of sin, a 
spirit of humiliation and@ sorrow on ac- 
count of it, as well as a firm reliance 
on the appointed method of reconcilia- 
tion and acceptance. Cain’s offering, on 
the other hand, was an act of will-wor- 
ship, indicating no confession of sin or 
contrition for it, marked by an arbitrary 
pride of self-righteousness, a presumptu- 
ous disregard of the hope as well as of 
the necessity of an atonement, and pre- 
sented deliberately as a thank offering, 
the only expression of religious feeling 
which a dependent and rational creature 
is required to give. By this rejection 
of an animal sacrifice he avowedly in- 
dicated his persuasion that such an offer- 
ing would be displeasing to the benevo- 
lent mind of God, and, while it revolted 
the feelings of humanity, was a useless 
effusion of blood, inasmuch as the im- 
molation of an innocent beast had no 
natural tendency to promote the inter- 
ests or comfort of the mind of man. In 
short, Cain exhibited the first example 
of an unbeliever, who rejected all light 
but that of his own reason, confided 
in the general benignity and goodness 
of the Divine character, and flattered 
himself that in offering a portion of his 
property as a token of his gratitude for 
all he possessed, the tribute would be 
accepted, of whatever quantity it con- 
sisted, or in whatever form it was ren- 
dered. His offering was defective, and 
offered in a spirit of determined will- 
worship. This was ‘the error of Cain’ 
(Jude 11); a renunciation of the benefits 
of the instituted mode of atonement for 
sin (Kennicott), and a going about to 
establish a righteousness of his own 
(Rom, 10:3).” 
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Right out 
of the 


BIBLE 


before the eyes of your listeners. 
Rivets the attention and interest. 


ORK EASY—CERTAIN 

Write for free folder describing our new Easel, Scenic Board, Carrying Case. Ten Dif- 
ferent sets of scenery Rackgrounds to choose from. Up-to-the-minute lesson books. And 
best of all ninety-six sets of figures, enough to tell hundreds of stories. 

Story-O-Graphs have been proved by leading ministers, teachers, evangelists and mis- 
sionaries. 

That Fag may know the value, flexibility, and economy in the use of the “‘Story-O-Graphs,” send today for 
free folder, to— 


STORY-O-GRAPHS, P.O. Box 145, Dept. T 































Ronzats JUNIOR COLLEGE 
is located at North Chili, New York, on 
the main trunk highway 33, the historic 
road from Buffalo. It is but eight miles 
southwest of Rochester, a cultural city 
of more than 300,000 inhabitants, and 
twelve miles from Lake Ontario in the 
famous Genesee Country. It is at the very 
center of the great fruit belt of New York, and 
because of its nearness to the Great Lakes, the 
climate, both winter and summer, is unusually 
mild and exceptionally healchful. 


Only a few hours’ drive from such 
world-renowned attractions as Niagara 
Falls, Watkins Glen, Letchworth Park 
and the charming Finger Lakes region, with 
abundant opportunities for outings. : 


With lovely rural surroundings, yet 
with the facilities of a gteat metropolis 
hard by, ROBERTS offers unsurpassed 


opporturiities for quiet study, healthful living 
and spiritual advancement. 


A Life Annuity Contract with ROBERTS 
cannot become lost, attached, or gar- 
nisheed; end yields a fixed annual in- 
come fet life. Complete details gladly 
furnished upon request. 
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, Quick Drying Velvet Smooth Mimeograph Ink Children’s Day in Your 
Work I tencil hine. M ‘ 
ie more clear copies pet pound. ‘Setisfaction guarentest Sunday School 
{\ Introductory pound $1.50. postpaid 


DRI-QWICK INK CO., 1819 E. 6th St.. Anderson, Ind.  (¢¢ OD —and All Things,” is the title 
of a new Children’s Day Service 











Fi, " ro a aaa that has been prepared by Mary Brain- 
Lad a [See : | © erd Smith. It will not appear in the 
New. Help for _e pages of Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times, but 
Ne ssons 4 is available in separate leaflet form for 

' ow Le ons 2 j © convenient use in the Sunday school. 
' oe . ; a Like similar services of this nature, 
CHRISTIAN ACTION “ this new Children’s Day Service is made 


Monthly Commentary on 
the New NSSA Uniform 
Bible Lessons 
Edited by James De Forest 
Murchandstaff of Nationally- 
known Sunday schoobexperts 


Most Complete Lesson 
Treatment Available 
Special club rates to 

classes and schools. 
Excellent supplemental 
material for other courses. 


_Issued monthly, 24 pages 9x12 in., @ 
single subscription $2.00 per year, 50c 


up of responsive readings from the 
Scriptures, original verse recitations for 
children from the various departments 
of the Sunday school, and hymns which 
may be sung to familiar hymn tunes. 
June 18 will be the day on which 
many schools will observe Children’s 
Day this year, and it is not too soon to 
be thinking about and planning for your 
school. Copies of this 1948 Children’s 
r quarter; in clubs of 10 or more ¢ Day Service may be had, in leaflet form, 
nt ae ecb : senen ith for 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. 
n | | Address oon c-6 ler ‘cane pon Just address The Sunday School Times 
) Company, 325 N 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
stating how many copies you desire, 
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@ That 6,000,000 Jews have died in 15 years 
without Christ? 


@ That Palestine is about to flame with war? 
" @ That 10,000,000 Jews know not whither 5 oe Aw 
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THE NEED IS GREAT! THE TIME IS RIPE! DOORS ARE OPENING TO US! 
t WILL YOU PRAY? WILL YOU GIVE? WILL YOU INTERCEDE? 


Will you invest in souls for eternity? Write 


American Association for Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 


HYMAN J. APPELMAN, President Winona Lake, Indiana HARRY A. IRONSIDE, Chairman 
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school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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Reprints of Mr. Hoover's Article 
Are Still Available 
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ANY readers will recall the article, 
“Crime and the Sunday School,” 
written by Jopn Edgar Hoover, Director 
of the Federal Bureau pf Investigation 
of the United States Department of Jus- - 
tice, in the Toves for February 7, 1948. 

At that time reprints were offered for 
sale for those who would desire to dis- 
tribute them in their churches and Sun- 
day schools or about the neighborhood. 

The demand for these reprints has 
been very great and the uses to which 
they have been put have been of great 
variety. The Tres has had orders for 
quantities from one single copy to five 
thousand and thus far has distributed 
110,000 copies. 

One church made a special bulletin 
and bound the reprint right into it. An- 
other church printed in the blank space 
its own invitation to attend service, and 
distributed the copies in the neighbor- 
hood. Another Sunday school printed 
its own message, and used the reprints 
in a neighborhood canvass seeking those 
not connected with any Sunday school. 
Many have bought copies and mailed 
them or given them to their friends. 

These reprints are on two sides of'‘a 
single sheet, 812x11 inches, with a blank 
space, 5x8% inches, on the reverse side 
to permit the church, Sunday school, 
organization, or individual to have a 
local printer imprint its own message. 
These reprints may be obtained from 
The ‘Sunday School Times at a cost of 
3 cents each, 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a 
hundred, or $6.00 for five hundred and 
$10.00 for a thousand, postage paid. 


w 
The approval of God comes through a 
good conscience before God and men. 
Never lose the witness of a clear con- 
science.—Ernest M. Wadsworth. 
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A New Missionary Radio Station 


TATION TIFC, “The Lighthouse of 
the Caribbean,” has just been in- 
augurated in Central America under. the 
auspices of the Latin America Mission, 
and is now broadcasting the Gospel 
daily. The station is in the same city 
as the headquarters of the Latin 
America Mission, San Jose, Costa Rica, 
Most of the programs are in Spanish, 
a few in English. It is the aim of the 
Mission to keep the programs on a high 
level, and to honor the Lord Jesus Christ 
in all that is done. New missionary and 
Latin American staff members are being 
sought in order to increase the number 
of “live” programs and permit expansion. 
The Rev. R. K. Strachan and Mrs. 
Harry Strachan are the directors of the 
Latin America Mission; the home direc- 
tor is the Rev. W. L. Thompson. The 
American headquarters are at,Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 





“Swords and Plowshares”’ 


HE three articles on the subject of 
world peace plans, by Dr. V. Raymond 
Edman, president of Wheaton College, 
which were published in THE SUNDAY 
Scnuoot Trmes of November 1, 8, 15, 1947, 
have now been enlarged and publisheJ 
in a 3l-page booklet. It bears the title 
of the first article, “Swords and Plow- 
shares.” Dr. Edman reviews the vari- 
ous peace plans that have been tried or 
proposed during several hundred years, 
discusses the most recent developments, 
down to the United Nations, and finally 
shows that world peace will come only 
when the Lord returns. 
Dr. Edman’s booklet may be had at 35 
cents a copy from the Van Kampen Press, 
542 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 
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Children at Home 


When Ah Moy Learned 
To Love Jesus 
A true story 
By Esther D. Hooey 


H MOY was nine years of age when 
her parents heard about a school 
where their little girl could get a good 
Chinese education and a knowledge of 
English, music, and many other things. 
They were rich people and could afford 
to send their daughter to this school 
where she would be under the constant 
care of foreign ladies who were highly 
respected by those who had: sent their 
children to the school to be edueated. 
So she left home where her parents and 
grandparents lived and went to the new 
school she had heard so much about. 
A bell rang each morning and evening 
calling the girls to worship, but this was 
a different sort of worship from what 
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41 ‘ox Bible 
andbook 


17th Edition 764 Pages 150 Photos and Maps Size 44x6%x1% in. 


An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY, with Notes on every book in the Bible, and 
an abundance of Side-Lights from Contemporaneous Ancient History; also ARCHAEO- 
LOGICAL DISCOVERIES, some of them really amazing, which confirm or supplement the 
Bibles HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE, formation ef the Canon, Apocryphal Books, Ancient 
Manuscripts, Translations, etc; and AN EPITOME OF CHURCH HISTORY, Early 
Church Fathers, Persecutions. Rise of the Papacy, Luther. the Reformation. 


Book of a Lifetime 


There is nothing published, of its size, or price, that has anything y Sunes SCHOOL TIMES : 








. : 2 . : truly remarkable little 
like as much practical Bible information. Especially valuable for book ...a tremendous 
‘ wealth of valuable and perti- 

Sunday School Teachers and Bible Students. nae information Ai 
voir of profound Bible 

Cloth binding only $2.00 Order from your bookstore or knowledge . . . of amazing 


richness . . . true to the fun- 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, lilinois damentals of the faith.” 




















Whose Girl? 


Because her own father and mother 
have leprosy... 

Because she is cared for in a Christian 
leprosy colony which exists because YOU, 
a member of Christ's church, sent mission- 
aries to do a merciful work in His name. . 

Because she recognizes — as you do — 
Jesus Christ as her Lord and Saviour... 

She is, by moral obligation, YOUR girl! 
ae Though it is too late to keep her free 
from leprosy, you can spare her the pain, the 
disfigurement, the unhappiness that will be hers if the disease is 
allowed to develop unchecked. 





: You can give her a happy Christian childhood, the chance to go to 
school, to find the joy of walking in His ways. With your help she can 


become a Christian teacher or nurse, or a wife and thankful mother 


of healthy children. 


Do not fail her now! Her care costs so little — just $30 a year! 
Through the American Mission to Lepers, your gift provides medicine 
and buildings, food and clothing, and a Christian ministry for 125 
Christian leprosy missions in 29 countries. Send your gift today! 


AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, INCORPORATED 
File 8-Ap, 156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 








I enclose my gift $.. ..-for the care of a child with leprosy. 


Name . 


MD “55 anc eae bbe 409084460 cin enkae 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 
Please refer to this ad 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


. Old Fashioned Revival 
_ Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Directer 

P. 0. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by — 
PySraitr ins. heres, rese 
Yor Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
} ge? People’s Missionary Socie- 
acation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 

















Outver BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


ANIM ITO NTND 


" BIBLE INSTITUT 


Street, NEW YORK CITS 
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By Cecilia Sanenet Rudin, M. A. 
WHAT is America’s most popu- 
lar radio hymn? 
WHICH of blind Fanny Crosby's 
8000 hymns is best known? 
WHO was this writer: “His Pen 
was tipped with flame”? 
WHERE was “Onward Christian 
Soldiers” first sung? 
Gives the inspiri story behind 400 
years of hymnody. Authentic... vividly 
written.A whe ive! 
tiful 8 ance inding. ice $1. 25. 
Order from your church su or write direct 
JOHN RUDIN & "COMPANY Inc. 
1018 S. Wabash Ave. Dept.ST Chicago 5, Illinois 
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gets decisions Tinted paper, col 
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Ah Moy had been used to at home. In 
the school there were no images like 
those they worshiped at home. There 
was no burning of incense, or offering 
of food or wine to them. Prayer was 
offered with closed eyes and folded 
hands, to an unseen God of whom she 
heard wonderful things. He was a liv- 
ing God, the creator of Heaven and 
earth, who cared, with a great love, for 
everything He had made. This wonder- 
ful God knew everyone by name; He 
knew the thoughts of their hearts, and 
was all-powerful, and had great wisdom. 

Surely her parents would like to know 
about this wonderful God—He was 
so much wiser and better than the gods 
they worshiped. Ah Moy listened 
breathlessly about how this God loved 
the world so much that He sent His only 
Son to earth. She wept when she heard 
the story of the cross where Jesus suf- 
fered so as to save people from their 
sins, and to bring them into God’s fam- 
ily. 

Before long she resolved that she, too, 
would love and trust this Saviour who 
had died for mankind. How pleased 
her parents and grandparents would be 
to hear all about it! 

Time passed, and she went home for 
the New Year’s vacation. She was wel- 
comed by all the family, and was told 
to bow before the household gods for 
the regular New Year worship. To their 
utter amazement and dismay she refused 
to do this. She told them about how 
she had learned to love and worship the 
true God who had sent His Son to die 
for them. She said that she could no 
longer bow to idols. In great anger, 
her grandfather struck her so hard that 
she fell to the tiled floor, 

The family all scolded, threatened, and 
argued with her, but all in vain, she 
firmly refused to worship with them. 
She could not understand how they were 
unmoved when she told them about the 
Saviour who had died on the cruel cross 
to save them. 

Then her grandfather tried a new way: 
if she would only give up the new way 
of worship, he would buy her beauti- 
ful clothes and many other lovely things 
that little girls love. This plan failed, 
too, so he ordered her to leave her home 
and go to a little place across the way, 
which was used for storing grain. She 
was told that such a disobedient child 
as she was could no longer be counted 
a member of the family, but would have 
to be treated as a slave. This meant 
sharing the hard work of the servants 
and slaves of the household, and wear- 
ing the poorest clothes instead of her 
pretty coats and dresses. 

Without any complaint she swept the 
floors and helped with all the kitchen 
tasks, carrying pails of water that were 
far too heavy for her little arms. No 
angry words crossed her lips; no sullen 
looks showed on her face. Her family 
could not’ understand how she could 
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do this. There certainly must be some- 
thing in this foreign religion that could 
make little Ah Moy willing to do these 
hard tasks, and bear any kind of hard- 
ship rather than give up her faith in the 
Lord Jesus. 

Finally, when they could not bear to 
punish her any longer, and when they 
found out that, though obedient in 
everything else, in this she would not 
yield, they allowed her to go back to 
the school she loved so much. Her lit- 
tle heart was filled with joy, and she ad- 
ded to her prayers very earnest petitions 
that her dear loved ones might come 
to love the Saviour who now meant so 
much to her. 

Her prayers were answered, for her 
father and mother began to study the 
“Jesus doctrine,” which meant so much 
to their little girl. God’s Holy Spirit 
began working on all her family, and 
it was not very long until Grandfather 
and Grandmother, Father and Mother 
all became worshipers of the true God. 

Ah Moy was so very happy it made 
her love God more than ever if that 
were possible. 

When she finished school and ,went 
back to her home she found that all 
the idols had disappeared, and her fam- 
ily were so happy since they had learned 
to know and love the Saviour who died 
for them. 

I am sure you will agree with me that 
Ah Moy was a true little missionary, 
and I am sure that she prayed for her 
neighbors when she got home, and thus 
she was able to win others for the Christ 
she had learned to love and serve.- 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


April 26 to May 2 

Mon.—Nehemiah 1:1-3. Nehemiah’s Concern, 

PRAYER SUCGESTIONS: “I asked them 
concerning the Jews that had escaped, 
which were left of the captivity, and 
concerning Jerusalem.” Feelings rise 
with awareness of conditions. The more 
facts Nehemiah got about the sad con- 
dition of the Jews in the land and of 
the city of Jerusalem the more was his 
concern for their welfare. So when 
Christians are informed of the state of 
the church of God, and the blindness, 
wickedness, and misery of sinners, they, 
too, have what will move their compas- 
sions and. move them to soul-saving ac- 
tion. Pray for Sudan Interior. Mission, 
164°W. 74 St., New York 23. 
Tues.—Nehemiah 1:4-11. Nehemiah’s Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven.” Ne- 
hemiah’s prayer was burning in his heart 
before it was upon his lips, It was heart- 
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felt, sincere, and understanding. It 
reached Heaven. Moreover it moved 
people by the way of God’s throne. The 
best thing about any prayer is the an- 
swer. When we want what God wants, 
and make His cause our care, we shall 
also have power in prayer. A man on 
his knees before God on His throne needs 
few words if He has inward groans for 
righteous necessities. Pray for the Scrip- 
ture Union, Canadian Branch, 30 St. 
Mary St., Toronto 5, Can. ~ 


Wed.—Nehemiah 2:1-8. Nehemiah’s Request. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The king said 
unto me, For what dost thou make re- 
quest? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven.” A long, heartfelt, God-glori- 
fying need will always have opportunity 
for providential declaration before those 
who will help to meet the requirements. 
See to it that your requests of God are 
unselfish, and definitely have in, view 
God’s glory and the good of souls. Keep 
your motives pure, and your manners 
‘ will be right in the crises of life. And 
the surest way to have them right is 
to commune with God both day and 
night. Pray for the South China Boat 
Mission, Box 428, Chicago 90. 
Thurs.—Nehemiah 2:9-18, 
“Let Us Rise Up and Build.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I told them of the 
hand of my God which was good upon 
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me; and also the king’s words that he 
had spoken unto me, And they said, 
Let us rise up and build.” God-blest 
men make the safest leaders. Only the 
God-helped can help God’s workmen, 


The most providential preparations are. 


the Christian’s best inspirations to move 
on in ways of righteousness. One Nehe- 
miah can lead a host for God. If God 
is with you, you can be sure of success 
in godly enterprises. Rray for the Cey- 
lon and India General Mission, 128 S. 
Lombard St., Oak Park, Ill, 


Fri.—Nehemiah 6:1-9. 
“I Am Doing a Great Work.” 
PRAYER SvucGesTions: “I am doing a 
great work, so that I cannot come down.” 
Nehemiah knew what he had to do for 
God, and stuck to the task. The apos- 
tles likewise said, “It is not reason that 
we should leave the word of God, and 
serve tables” (Acts 6:3). Young min- 
isters have many temptations to leave 
their God-given works for what people 
put upon them. If a minister attends 
to inferior duties so as to neglect the 
major ones of ministry, he should adopt 
Nehemiah’s motto. Devotion to a 
Heaven-given job is a Christian worker’s 
chief business, for it involves eternity. 
Pray for the Bible Meditation League, 
Box 1028, Columbus, Ohio, 


Sat.—Nehemiah 6:15-19. 
“This Work Was Wrought of Our God.” 
PraYeR Succestions: “They perceived 
that this work was wrought of our God.” 
Enemies understand more than we think 
they do about our God-proffered labors. 
And unless they are convinced that God 
is in our endeavors they will not. be 
interested, they will be hardened in un- 
belief. As Paul said to the Corinthians: 
“But if all prophesy [forth tell the Gos- 
pel truth], and there ‘come in one that 
believeth not, or one unlearned, he is 
convinced of all, he is judged of all: 
and thus are the secrets of his heart 
made manifest; and so falling down on 
his face he will worship God, and re- 
port that God is in you of a truth” (1 
Cor, 14:24). A work of God is infinitely 
better, and more effective, than. man’s 
work for God. It matters who is the 
Worker. Pray for a work of God in 
your home, church, and community. 
Sun.—Psalm 122. 
“Let Us Go Unto the House of the Lord.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Let us go.” Folk 
round about us are more influenced for 
God by our devotion to God than our 
voicing of His Word. Our going God- 
ward influences those who observe it 
to pay attention to our testimony for 
God, The house of God in your com- 
munity may not be what it should be, 
but remember that Christ attended the 
synagogue, and that the godly of all 
ages have gone to places of worship. 
Whatever others do not do, let us go 
unto the house of the Lord. Pray for 
the C. M. A. Missionary Rest Home, 119 
Lakeshore Dr., Toronto 14, Can, 
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Today YOU can broadcast the Gospel! 


Perhaps you've never thought that when you 
give to Moody Bible Institute you also share in 
a radio ministry “dedicated wholly to our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ‘’ Virtually every min- 
ute of the day, the Institute's two stations, WMBI 
and WDLM (FM), carry programs that bring 
blessings to thousands, and fill the mail with 
letters of praise. 
One listener writes: “Just a few weeks ago, 
the Lord Jesus came into my heart and lite. 
It was through listening t6 your broadcasts 
that I realized I was a lost sinner with no hope 
beyond the grave. May your good work be 
carried on to help win souls for Christ’ 
Through the 300 broadcasts a week which go 
out from the Institute's stations, the message of 


salvation and hope is brought to the sick, the 
lost and the lonely. Many, like the writer above, 
come to know Christ as their personal Saviour. 
Other thousands, in every walk of life, are en- 
couraged and strengthened by such programs 


as “Old-Fashioned Revival Hour,’ “Haven of. 


Rest” and “Lutheran Hour’’ which are broad- 
cast by the Institute without charge. 

Operated entirely for the glory of the Lord, the 
Institute's stations carry no paid programs. 
They depend wholly upon the gifts and prayers 
of God's people everywhere to meet the heavy 
expense of the radio work. As you continue to 
support the ministries of Moody Bible Institute, 
ye also share in this fruitful radio work for 
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